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“90rH Conc ress, lst Session. 


| 
Mr. CUMMINS (on an amendment moved and | 
withdrawn) moved to reduce the sum, and ex- | 
ressed himself satisfied with the proviso contained | 
jn the bill, and, in addition to the general reasons of 
the inequality and injustice of the present allowance 
of mileage, urged the pressing importance of redu- | 
cing to the proper standard now, as with every 
accession to the States ot the Union, the influence 
azainst the reduction would be increased. 
"Mr. CONGER moved an amendment “ that | 
‘members of both Houses of Congress, from and 
‘after the present session, shall beallowed mileage 
‘as follows, to wit: Five dollars per day during 
‘the time necessarily and actually spent in coming 
‘toand returning from the Capitol, and, in addition 
‘thereto, the actual necessary travelling expenses, 
‘to be settled on the affidavit of the member, by the 
‘Committee on Mileage; and, provided further, 
‘that from and after the present session, the com- | 
‘pensation of members shall be reduced to five dol- | 
‘lars per day.’’ Rejected. 

Mr. HOLMES, of New York, moved an amend- | 
ment to substitute, in lieu of the present mileage, 
the payment of one dollar for every hour actually 
and necessarily expended upon the routes to and || 
fro, together with the necessary travelling expenses. 
He expressed himself not only in favor of the re- 
form indicated by the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina (Mr. McKay] and accepted by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. C. J. Incersout,} but 
desired to go further in the correction of abuses 
and inequalities which now prevailed; some mem- || 
bers receiving $2,500 mileage, for which they ex- | 

ended only some ten, fifteen, or twenty days’ 
a. He would abolish all the mileage now 
allowed, and substitute a per diem compensation 
from the time of leaving to the time of returning 
home, together with all necessary travelling ex- 
penses; the per diem in travelling to depend upon | 
the number of hours occupied, which he considered 
the justest and fairest basis of its computation. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WICK offered an amendment reducing the 
per diem to six dollars after the first five months 
ofany session. Rejected. 

The question recurring on Mr. INGERsSOLL’s 
amendment, as modified by the acceptance of Mr. 
McKay’s, was taken, and the amendment was 
rejected: Ayes 40, noes 78. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan, moved to strike | 
out the proviso, and for the purpose of setting a 
laudable example, which he thought gentlemen 
would do well to follow, would make no speech | 
for Buncombe, but submit his amendment to a vote 
without debate. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. McKAY renewed his amendment; but, after 
some conversation between himand Mr. VINTON, 
he withdrew it. 

Mr RUMSEY moved an amendment to fix the 
mileage at twenty cents a mile, but that no mem- 
~ shall receive more than one thousand dollars. 

Ost. 

Mr. VINTON moved to amend the item making 
an appropriation for the stationery, fuel, printing, 
and contingent expenses of the House, so as to 
include a clerk for the Sergeant-at-arms, at a com- 
pensation of four dollars a day. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, made a pro forma 
motion to obtain an opportunity to say, that if the 
committee would look at the facts of the case, he 
Was sure they would not agree to this amendment. 
It had been repeatedly thrust upon the House 
during the present session, and the House had in- 
variably rejected it. Preceding Sergeants-at-arms 
had had no clerks, having done their business with 
the aid of a messenger. He entered into some 
explanations in relation to a quarrel which Dr. 
Lane, the preceding Sergeant-at-arms, had with 
his messenger, and a compromise which was then 
entered into; but there was nothing in that to show 
that both a messenger and a clerk were necessary 
in the Sergeant-at-arms’ office. He was willing 
that the Sergeant-at-arms should keep his messen- 
ger, but it appeared he was determined to dragoon 
the House into giving him an officer that was here- 








tofore unknown to his office. , 
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Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, inquired if the | 


amendment was in order. It was making pro- 
vision for an officer not authorized by law. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the objection. 

Mr. LAHM moved to amend the amendment 
by reducing the per diem from $4 to $3. He was 
proceeding to show that he believed the Sergeant- 
at-arms required a clerk, when he was required by 
the Chairman to confine his remarks to his amend- 
ment. He then said that where he believed such 
an officer was necessary, he thought a compensa- 
tion of three dollars per diem was an ample remu- 
neration. 

The amendment to the amendment was lost. 

The amendment of Mr. Vinton was then agreed 
to by a vote of 69 to 47. 

The committee then rose and reported progress, 
and the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, July 5, 1848. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 


a communication from the Secretary of the Treas- || 


ury, made in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 25th May last, communicating in- 
formation as to the manner in which the interest | 
on the public debt has been paid. 

[The Secretary states that circulars have been 


| addressed to all the agents, giving notice that the || 


interest on the public debt must be paid in specie; 
that remittances were made by the Treasurer of 
the United States, by drafts payable in specie, and 


| so paid in favor of those agencies in the several 


depositories, for the purpose of paying the public 
debt in coin. That on the 16th May last, a rumor 
of a possible violation of the law, unaccompanied 


by any evidence, reached the department, when | 
circulars were again sent. The Secretary says || 
there is no evidence of any violation of the law by 


any of the disbursing officers. The specie is in 


| their possession but a very few days before it is 


disbursed, and there can be no motive with them 
for violating the law. The letter states that under 
all the circumstances it has been thought most wise 


to discontinue the former agencies at Boston, New | 
|| York, Philadelphia, and Charleston, and to assign 


the duty of paying the interest on the public debt 


there on the Ist of July, 1848, to the assistant || 
treasurers at those places, to whom the duty would | 
originally have been assigned if sufficient means | 


had been placed by Congress at the disposal of the 


department. The duty of paying the semi-annual | 
interest on the public debt is represented as onerous | 


and important. The public debt, including the 
stock and treasury notes still authorized to be 


which must be paid punctually semi-annually, em- 
bracing a very great number of names, including 
attorneys, trustees, executors, and administrators, 


and amounts; and the Secretary says these pay- 
ments cannot be made with punctuality and cer- 


of the Assistant Treasurer, and without an addi- 


issued, amounts to $65,778,540 41; the interest on || 


and several hundred pages of schedules of names | 


tainty without additional clerical force in the office | 
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dian Affairs, made an adverse report on the me- 
morial of Samuel Rusk and others, Choctaw com- 
missioners. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, on leave, intro- 
duced a bill * to provide for a survey of the Red 
river, from its mouth to the head of its navigable 
waters;’’ which was read twice and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

On presenting the bill, Mr. J. remarked that a 
bill passed the Senate a few days since directing 
the Secretary of Wer to detail from the corps of 
Topographical Engineers a competent officer to 
proceed forthwith to the State of Louisiana, there 
to survey the mouth of Red river, with a view to 
ascertain the most practicable mode of rendering 

| the mouth of said river navigable for steamboats 
| at all seasons of the year. This survey, although 
highly important, (for, in consequence of a large 
sand-bar formed at the mouth of the river, its nav- 
igation is nearly excluded from the Mississippi,) 
is notall that is required. There are other ob- 
| structions to the navigation of the Red river at 
| different points which should be removed. The 
falls at Alexandria may be rendered navigable at 

| all seasons, and the remains of the great raft in the 
river above Shreveport may be readily removed; 
| but these are national works, which require appro- 
priations by Congress. One hundred thousand 

dollars would probably be sufficient. 

| Mr. Jounson argued to show the importance 
of improving the navigation of this great river, 
ina national point of view, and the obligations 
_of the national Government to make the neces- 
| sary appropriations for the purpose. Three 
|| States, he said—Louisiana, Arkansas, and Texas 
|| —are directly and deeply interested in the navi- 
| gation of the Red river. A large portion of their 
'| most valuable productions are greatly reduced in 


| value in consequence of the obstructions to the 
|| navigation of Red river. Petitions, numerously 
|| signed by the citizens of Arkansas and Louisiana, 

| praying appropriations to be made by Congress 
|| for the removal of the great raft and other obstruc- 

| tions to the navigation of Red river, were pre- 
|| sented to the Senate and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, some of them early in the session, 
|| but no report had been made. He considered it 
'| his duty, therefore, to introduce the bill. 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 
The resolution from the House fixing the ad- 
journment of Congress on the 17th July, came up 
in its order as the unfinished business. 


Mr. CLAYTON considered himself called on 
|| to make some remarks, although he was most re- 
| luctant to introduce matter irrelevant to the subject 
under discussion. But this course was forced on 
| him by the remarks of the Senator from Missis- 
|| sippi. He knew nothing of the opinions of Gen- 
|| eral Taylor more than any other Senator. 

Mr. NILES called the Senator from Delaware 
| to order on the ground of irrelevancy. 

Mr. WESTCOTT regretted that the Senator 
|| from Connecticut had taken this course, because 
| there can be nothing impertinent in discussing the 


| 
| 


requested from Congress. 
he Secretary goes on to show, as satisfactory | 
roof to the Senate that the department has carried | 
into full operation the provisions of the ‘aw, the 
| tables of the Register of the Treasury establlshing: 
Ist. That during the seventeen months of the | 
operation of the sub-treasury, the payments in spe- | 
| cle into the treasury have been $67,801,776 22, and | 


has been $69,059,574 81; that during the seventeen | 








mint during three years and three months has been 
$36,507,119 07 under the special order of the de- 

partment, or several millions of dollars more than 

in thirty-seven years preceding—from 1792 to 
830. 

Mi NILES presented a memorial from citizens 
of New York, in favor of reduction of postage, 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 


| 





during the same period the disbursement in specie || 


tional appropriation, which, at this session, is || subject if we are to settle the Presidential question 


| here, and to leave the people nothing to do but to 
vote, 
| The PRESIDENT decided that the debate was 
irrelevant, and out of order. 
“Mr. CLAYTON appealed against the decision 
| of the Chair, on the ground that the debate had 
been brought on by a statement on the other side 
| that the friends of Geman’ Taylor desired an early 
| adjournment, for the _ ose of evading the debate 
| on the Territory bill. It was proper, therefore, 





months, the aggregate of receipts and disbursements | that Senators on his side of the Chamber should 
| has been $136,861,351 03. The coinage at the || be heard in reply to this charge. 


Mr. MANGUM, for the purpose of disposing 
'| of the whole subject, moved to lay the appeal and 
| the question of order on the table, but withdrew 
\| the motion. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that, although he would 
have desired to see this debate arrested earlier, he 
thought it could not now be stopped without in- 
justice to those Senators who were entitled to 


reply. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
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Mr. BERRIEN expressed a hope that the de- || 
bate would now be stopped. Because we had been || 
guilty of delay in stopping an evil, was no reason |; 
we should not now stop it. 

Mr. FOOTE contended that he was perfectly 
clear, in his judgment, that the debate was entirely 
in order. He did not feel the least regret on ac- 
count of the course he had felt it his duty to adopt, 
in introducing this debate, and in which he had 
been sustained by the approbation of those who 
generally acted with him. He referred to the de- 
bateon Mr. Foote’s resalution relative to the public 
lands, when the celebrated passage between Mr. 
Webster and Mr. Hayne took place, and during 
which even the name of public lands was not in- 
troduced. Tle believed the Senator from Delaware 
wos called on to reply, and it would be injustice 
and wrong to him, to prevent him from replying 
atas much length as he may desire. 

Mr. HLAMLIN said he should vote to sustain 
the decision of the Chair, and he was glad that the 
Senator from Connecticut had moved to arrest the 
debate. «He did not intend to be guilty of any dis- 
courtesy to the Senator from Delaware. There 
were other reasons than had been urged for stop- 
ping the debate, which might be resumed on some 
other subject—perhaps on the appropriation bill, 

Mr. CLAYTON withdrew his appeal. 

Mr. MANGUM moved that the Senator from 
Delaware have leave to proceed, and asked for the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

The CHAIR then stated the question to be, 
whether the Senator from Delaware, notwithstand- 
ing the decision of the Chair, should be permitted 
to proceed. 

Mr. BERRIEN said he must vote against the 
motion, which looked to a permission to the Sen- 
ator from Delaware to proceed out of order. 

Mr. DOWNS said he should vote to sustain the 
Chair, and against the motion. 

Mr. BORLAN Dstated that it appeared extraor- 
dinary to decide the Senator from Delaware out 
of order, before he had given any evidence of what 
he had intended to say. He had not made any | 
progress in his remarks, and it was impossible to 
say whether he was about to be in or out of order. 

Mr. BADGER thought that as the debate had 
been continued with the general consent of the 
Senate, it ought not now to be stopped by a de- 
cision of the Chair because it was irrelevantand out 
of order, when it was recollected that the Chair on 
a former occasion, when a question of order was 
made, decided that the debate had taken too wide 
a range; but, asit had goneon unchecked, the Chair 
would not arrest it. — 

Mr. WESTCOTT gave his reasons for sup- 
porting the motion. 

Mr. BUTLER said he should have voted to 
sustain the decision of the Chair; and although the 
question assumed a rather discourteous form, he 
would sull be compelled to vote against the motion, | 
because it was merely an evasion of the first ques- 
tion. tle disliked the whole tone of the debate, 
and thought it was inconsistent with the duty and 
dignity of the Senate. 

Mr. FOOTE said that a Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. Hayne] had been allowed to address 
the Senate for days without once alluding to the 
subject which called up the debate. 

Mr. BUTLER replied briefly. 

Mr. NILES said we were now called on to decide | 
by a vote of yeas and nays, that a Senator might | 
proceed out of order. oe he admitted, the 
debate might bave been decided in order, because | 
it related to the reasons which might affect the | 
duration of the session. But, subsequently, it had 
embraced issues entirely foreign to the subject, and 
could no longer be considered as in order. There 


were many very important bills which required || 
the action of the Senate; and how would the people || 


respond to the course which had been taken rela- 
tive to the merits of the several candidates for the 
Presidency? Two days had already been con- 
sumed in this debate, irregular and extraordinary 
as it was; and much more time might yet be wasted 
in the same strain; and yet we had informed the | 
country that we have most important measures to 

ass on, Which were thrust out by this reckless and 
indecent debate, which was suited only for the | 
stump. 

Mr. FOOTE vindicated himself against the 
charge of recklessness and indecency which the 
language of the Senator from Connecticut may 
have implied against him. He referred to the: 
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course of that Senator in writing from his seat a || Feleh, Fitzgerald, Hale, Hamlin, Hunter, M 
letter of great length, and violent, and he would, if |, »%t#an, Turney, Walker, and Yulee—29, 


not restrained by a sense of respect, term reckless, 


on the slave question, which had been published in || 
This was the | 


a newspaper called the Liberator. 
more censurable, as other Senators met the ques- 
tion fairly in debate, instead of penning letters on 
the subject. 

Mr. NILES began to reply, touching the letter, 
when— 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, called the Sena- 
tor from Connecticut to order, on the very ground 
that the Senator had taken in relation to the Sena- 
tor from Delaware. 
order was, that the matter was irrelevant. 

The CHAIR decided, that if the Senator from 
Connecticut was about to defend his letter, he 
would he out of order. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved that the | 


Senator from Connecticut be permitted to proceed. 
Mr. BRIGHT moved to postpone the prior 
orders, and to take up the special order, being the 


bill for the establishment of a Territorial Govern- |) 


ment in Oregon; and asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion, and 
decided as follows: 


YFAS—Meesrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Benton, Brad- 
bury, Breese, Bright, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge, Downs, Felch, 


Fitzgerald, Hunter, Johnson of Georgia, Lewis, Mason, | 


Sebastian, Sturgeon, and Walker—0. 

NAYS —Meesrs. Badger, Bell, Berrien, Borland, Butler, 
Calhoun, Cameron, Clarke, Clayton, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, Foote, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, 


lohnson of Maryland, Johnson of Lonisiana, Metcalfe, | 
Mangum, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Rusk, Spruance, ‘Turney, | 


Underwood, Upham, and Westcott—29. 
Mr. TURNEY moved to lay the resolution on 


the table; and asked for the yeas and nays, which | 


were ordered. 


The question was then taken, and decided as || 


follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Davis of Mississippi, Downs, 
Hunter, Johnson of Georgia, Lewis, Mason, Rusk, Sebas- 
tian, Sturgeon, and Turney—11. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Bell, 


Berrien, Borland, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Butler, Cal- || 
houn, Cameron, Clarke, Clayton, Corwin, Davis of Massa- | 
chusetts, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge, Felch, Fitagerald, Foote, | 
Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of | 
Louisiana, Mangum, Metcalfe, Miller, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, | 


Spruance, Underwood, Upham, Walker, and Westeott—z9. 


Mr. NILES then said, that what a Senator did | 
out of the Senate, could not be quoted as a case | 


He did | 
not, therefore, think himself called upon to defend | 


parallel to what was done in the Senate. 


his letter. But he thought it was not worse to 


write a letter, than to be absent a week from the |! 


Senate on an electioneering trip. 


Mr. BADGER read from the record of debates | 


the decision of the Chair, on a former occasion, to 


| which he had already alluded, that the debate had 


become too discursive; but at the stage it had 
reached, the Chair did not think it proper to arrest 
it; and added that if the Vice Presipent had per- 
mitted a debate to proceed out of order, it must be 


considered as tolerated by the general consent of 
the Senate. 


Mr. HUNTER asked if it did not require the 


unanimous consent of the Senate to permit a Sen- | 


ator to proceed out of order? 

Mr. MANGUM said there was no such motion, 
which was entirely an assumption. The only mo- 
tion was, that he should have leave to proceed. If 
he gets out of order, he may be called to order. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, said he should vote 
for the permission, because he thought the Senator 
from Delaware was especially called on to reply. 

Mr. HALE said he should vote against permis- 


| sion to proceed, although he did it with great pain, 
hecause there was no Senator for whom he had | 


greater respect. 


Mr. FOOTE said the Senator from New Hamp- || po 


shire never did anything but what was strictly 
parliamentary and correct. 
Mr. TURNEY said, in a few words, he should 


| vote against the permission, and moved to lay the 


resolution on the table, but withdrew the motion. 
The question was then taken by yeas and nays 


| on the motion to permit Mr. Ciarron to proceed, 


and was decided as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs, Badger, Bell, Borland, Breese, Calhoun, 
Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Missis- 
sippi, Dayton, Foote, Greene, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson 
of Louisiana, Johnson of Georgia, Lewis, Mangum, Met- 


calfe, Miller, Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, Spruance, Underwood, 


Upham, and Westcott—26. 


NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Benton, Berrien, 
Bradbury, Bright, Buder, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge, Downs, 





He stated that his point of | 








rae J uly 5, 


ason, Niles, s, 


Mr. CLAYTON then resumed ‘his remar 
stating that he would confine himself as ia 
within the limits of order as he could. But he had 
been directly invoked to reply by the Senator a 
Mississippi. As to the views of General Davie 


ks, 


' 
| he knew no more of them than every other person 


who had access to the newspapers of the day miei» 
| know. He believed that General Taylor’s opinions 
had been misrepresented by the Senators oy the 
| other side. Although he had been nominated jy 
a Whig convention, and as a Whig, which he yy. 
doubtedly is, he is not pledged to earry out every 
| principle and measure which have been advocated 
by the Whigs. He comes into the field, anq he 
_ trusted he would come into the Presidency, not as 
/apartyman. He was originally brought forwar; 
by the Democrats; he had received the noming. 
tions of thousands of Whigs and Democrats, be. 
| fore he became the nominee of the Philadelphj, 
Whig Convention. The only ground on which 
the Democrats now disaffect him is, that he was 
nominated by the Whig Convention. Mr. C. then 
read General Taylor’s letter to Captain Allison, to 
show that he was in favor of the right of man to 
exercise self-government, of the will of the major- 
ity to govern; that he was opposed to the exercise 
| of the veto power, except in cases where the Con. 
| stitution is violated; and that he was in favor of 
the improvement of our lakes and rivers. 

He then referred to the principles of the Balti- 
more Convention and the nomination of General 
Cass, likening the action of the party to the course 
| of a man who sits down with cards to play the 
| game of solitaire, and who never fails to deceive 
himself. So, he maintained, the party deceived 
itself from the commencement of the campaign. He 
asked if the course of the Democratic party was 
not looking to the supremacy of an oligarchy of 
| office-holders, and ultimately to a monarchy? 
| This, he said, was proved by the introduction and 

the operation of the two-thirds principle in the 
| Baltimore Convention, He went on to refute the 
construction which placed the veto power in the 
hands of the President to enable him to defend 
himself. He quoted from the Federalist to show 
that this was an erroneous conclusion. It was 
never intended that the President should be a part 
| of the legislative power of the Government. He 
referred to the debates on the veto in the Conven- 
tion which framed the Constitution, in order to 
show the true intent of the instrument as to the 
powers of the Executive. Among other opinions, 
he introduced the opinions of Franklin, Mason, 
and Sherman, to show that they regarded the in- 
_ troduction of the veto power asa step towards mon- 
| archy. Yet this very veto power was laid down as 
|| one of the principles of the Baltimore Convention 
| which has fastened it on the Democratic party. 

This extreme medicine has become our daily food, 
|| when the President exercises his veto power in 
|| reference to a private bill. In advocating General 
| Taylor, he was called on to assert the right of man 
|, to self-government. On that ground he would sup- 
|| port General Taylor, who has plainly and nobly 
advocated the right of the majority to govern, and 
because he will only apply the veto in extreme 
| cases, General Taylor will not set himself as 2 
|| part of the legislative branch. 

Mr. FOOTE asked if the Senator from Dela- 
ware would say if General Taylor would veto the 
| Wilmot proviso? 

Mr. CLAYTON said he would answer, when 
he reached that question. The author of the veto 
power intended to make the President a part of 
the legislative power, but the framers of the Con- 
|| stitution had thwarted his intention. The veto 
wer is asserted by the Baltimore Convention, 
‘and General Cass.assents to the principles laid 
|| down by that Convention. 
| He went on to reply to the questions put by the 
| Senator from Mississippi; and first, as to the tariff. 
|General Taylor lays it down, that he will be di- 
| rected by the will of the people,as evinced by their 
"representatives. This was all he (Mr. C.) required. 
| He only desired that our tariff policy should con- 
| form to the will of the people. He did not desire 
a new tariff to be forced upon the country by Ex- 
|| ecutive dictation. ’ 
| Every man who occupies Democratic ground 
|| may vote for General Taylor without disgracing 
' or degrading himself, because General Taylor ad- 
\' mits that the will of the majority ought to govern, 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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= = 
andevery Democrat admits the same. Every Dem- | 
ocrat, therefore, if he be a republican, may con- 
sistently vote for General Taylor. On the contrary, 
no true republican can support General Cass. 

Mr. C. glanced at the history ef the Baltimore 
Convention of 1844, to show that a fraud was there 
yractised on Mr. Van Buren, who went into the 
Convention under the impression that a majority 
would govern. ‘ 

To the charge against General Taylor that he 
is not a learned man, that he has not a sufficient 
knowledge of books, that he had no college educa- | 
tion, Mr. C. replied, asserting that the Senator from 
Mississippi had not lessened the character of Gen- 
eral Taylor by this imputation. General Cass was | 
a man of knowledge, General Taylor was a wise 
man, Martin Var Buren was a cunning, but nota 
wise man. As to General Taylor’s admission of 
his ignorance of politics, he, in that respect, stood 

recisely on the ground occupied by General Wash- 
ington. It was asked whether General Taylor 
would support the sub-treasury and the bank. To 
this he answered, that General Taylor would sub- | 
mit to the voice of the people in all respects, while | 
General Cass was bound by the party obligations 
to put down the will of the people. 





In answer to a question from Mr. Foore, he as- || 


serted that the veto was @ conservative power, and | 
that it was no part of the policy of the Whig party | 
to destroy the veto. As to the United States Bank, 
he asserted his belief that it could no more benefit 
the country, unless it would be sustained by the | 
two great parties of the country. He had himself 
always voted for the bank, ‘‘ under your lead,”’ sir, 
said he, (addressing himself to the President of the 
Senate,) when you were chairman of the com- 
mittee which reported the bill, and when you after- 
wards advocated it. I also, sir, voted with you 
against the message of the President which returned 
the bill after it was vetoed. He referred to some 
further movements in the Baltimere Convention as 
toasystem of internal improvements, when the 
Convention expunged a certain portion of the res- 
olutions under consideration, lest it should con- 
demn its nominee. He asked if General Cass 
would veto a general-improvement bill? 

Mr. FOOTE mnie belief that General Cass 
would veto an internal-improvement bill: he would 
like to know if General Taylor would veto such a | 
bill. 

Mr. CLAYTON believed he would not, unless 
the two Houses had gone raving mad, and passed 
an appropriation of much more amount than could | 
be found in the treasury. He would ask the Sen- 
ator from Hligois if General Cass would veto a bill 
for internal improvement in [linois? 

Mr. BREESE, If I thought he would, I would 
not vote for him. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Does the Senator from IIli- 
nois think General Cass would veto a bill for the 
improvement of lakes and rivers? 

Mr. BREESE. I believe he would not. He 
voted for the bill which was vetoed, and, with me, 
against the veto. But General Cass would not sus- 
tain a general system of internal improvement. 

Mr. CLAYTON. It is ‘difficult to know pre- 


| 
' 





|| Governor, he did not veto it. 
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Mississippi did. The State of Delaware was op- 
posed to the adoption of these geographical and 
sectional questions as political questions. She was 
willing to leave territories free which we found 
free, and where they are slaveholding, to suffer 
them to remain so. Should he discover thata 
geograshical question is about to be made out of 
the Wilmot proviso, he would do all he could to 
obtain a compromise. 

Mr. FOOTE still pressed the question. 

Mr. CLAYTON said he had no authority to 
speak for General Taylor. If General Taylor 
would appoint him to be the medium of his senti- 
ments on the subject, he would willingly inform 
the Senator. He would now ask whether General 

| Cass would veto the Wilmot proviso? 

Mr. FOOTE believed that General Cass would 
veto it. 

Mr. CLAYTON then asked if General Cass 
concurred in the sentiments contained in the report 
of Mr. Yancey to the Baltimore Convention ? 

Mr. FOOTE replied that he believed he did. 

| He then said that it was a subject he had not in- 
vestigated, and he could not say positively. Gen- 


| eral Yancey’s sentiments were reprobated by the 


Democracy. 
Mr. CLAYTON. And they were supported by | 
General Cass. Had he traveled with General 
| Taylor through the ¢ountry, he would have known | 
his opinions. He then referred to a law in Mich- 
| igan, credited to General Cass, by which a man 
| who did not attend to his business, take care of 
| his family, or who was licentious in speech, &c., 
should be punished with ten stripes. He recol- 
‘lected that a charge was made in the Harrison 


|| campaign that General Harrison had obtained the 
|| passage of a law for the sale of poor white people, 


which it gave the Whigs some trouble to remove. 
Mr. FOOTE said a law must be verified before 

it could be admitted. He understood there was 
such a law in existence in Michigan. But where 


|| did the Senator from Delaware get this law? Did 


| he cut the paragraph from a newspaper? and was 
it an Abolition paper? 
‘law was in Vermont. 
| Mr. HALE called the Senator to order, but, at 
| the suggestion of several Senators around him, 


|| withdrew the call. 


| Mr. FOOTE resumed. He believed there was 
some such statute in Michigan; but General Cass 
' did not introduce it into the Legislature; but as 
And this was a 


| charge brought by the anti-veto Senator against 
| General Cass. 


| member of the Council, had nothing to do with 
| veto, and had given his sanction to the law. 
| Mr. FOOTE said, notwithstanding all this at- 
\| tack, General Cass would ride into the Presidential 
| chair triumphantly over that party which either 
| has no principles, or is ashamed to express them. 
He then ran over in review the sentiments which 
|| he had previously thrown out. 


| Mr. UPHAM said he desired to tell the Senator 





cisely what are General Cass’s opinions, as one of 
his friends says one thing, and another gives him 
the credit of opinions directly the opposite. But 
General Cass had voted for every internal-improve- 
ment bill since he (Mr.C.) had been with the General 
in Congress. Probably there were two sets of opin- 
ions—a northern and a southern set—which were 
to be ideatified with General Cass, as might suit his 
purposes and promote his interests. In reference 
to the charge which had been advanced that the 
Whigs had no platform: The Baltimore Conven- 
tion had laid down a great platform in 1844, on 
which they put Oregon—the title clear and indis- 
putable up to 54° 40". Did the party obey this 
platform? For six months#they agitated the coun- 
try with the question, and then abandoned the plat- 
form, and took the British boundary line. Plat- 
forms now were only objects of contempt. There 
was another platform concerning the tariff, which 
was played off in different forms, in different parts 
of the country: and now the public have become 
pretty well tired of platforms. He illustrated the 
character of the Democratic platform and candidate 
by referring to the couplet— 

“The devil was sick—the devil a monk would be; 

‘The devil got well—the devil a monk was he !” 

As to the Wilmot proviso, he knew no more of 

General Taylor’s opinions than the Senator from 


isted there. 
Mr. FOOTE explained. 


enacted in Massachusetts. 





tions respecting the law. 

Mr. FELCH also made some remarks on the 
law. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, defended the 
President of the Philadelphia Convention against 
some misconstructions of his expression in his in- 
augural speech. It was charged that he had said 
‘Sto the victors belong the spoils.’’ No such lan- 
guage was used by him. 


The question pending was on the motion of Mr. | 


Baigent to atrike out the ** 17th” and insert the 
‘¢ 3}at’’ of July, as the day of adjournment. 


Mr. DOWNS moved to postpone the further | 


consideration of the resolution until Monday, the 
17th; and on this motion the yeas and nays were 
ordered. 

Mr. BERRIEN thought it was uncourteous to 

| the House to hold the resolution uatil the very day 
fixed before we act on it. 

Mr. DOWNS expressed a hope that this ques- 
tion would not be urged now, but that Congress 
would refuse to adjourn until the slave question 
shall be settled. He referred to the proposition for 





He said that the original | 


| Mr. CLAYTON said that General Cass was a | 


from Mississippi, that no such law as the Senator | 
had charged as existing in Vermont had ever ex- 


Mr. WESTCOTT said the original law was } 
Mr. CLAYTON made some further explana- | 
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a Congresa of Wilmot proviso men near Buffalo; 
and expressed his fear that an alarming crisis was 

approaching, which he hoped Congress would re- 

main in session to meet. 

The question was then taken, and decided in 
the negative—yeas 19, nays 32. 

Mr. BREESE moved the postponement until 
Thursday, 13th instant; and the yeas and nays 
were ordered on this question. 

The question being taken on this motion, it was 
decided in the negative—yeas 22, nays 28. 

The question being on the motion to insert the 
3ist July— 

Mr. DOWNS moved to strike out 31st July and 
insert 14th August. He stated his reason for this 
motion to be the impossibility of determining now 
whether the public business could be disposed of 
before the day he had named. He believed it im- 
possible that the appropriation and the territorial 
bills could be passed by the 31st July. 

Mr. BRIGHT expressed his belief that we 


might be prepared to adjourn on the 3lst, if Sen- 


ators would vote more and speak less. Too much 
time had been lost here in speech-making; but he 
did not fear that speeches here would endanger the 
Union. 

Mr. RUSK said that he could not give his as- 
sent to these sentiments while a war is going on 
in Oregon—while so many private claims remain 
unacted on—and the Californias are without a gov- 
ernment. Fix the 31st July, and these bills will 
not pass. 

A motion was then made to lay the resolution 
on the table, which was negatived—yeas 25, nays 
26. 

| The debate was then renewed on the motion of 
Mr. Downs; when 

Mr. LEWIS moved to lay the whole subject on 
the table; which was negatived—yeas 24, nays 25. 

Mr. RUSK moved that the Senate adjourn— 
yeas 21, nays 26. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment of Mr. Downs, substituting the 14th of Au- 

gust for the 31st of July, and determined in the 
| negative—yeas 14, nays 33, as follows: 

YEAS—Mvessrs. Atherton, Benton, Borland, Butler, Cal- 
houn, Dickinson, Downs, Foote, Hunter, Johnson of Lou- 
isiana, Johnson of Georgia, Lewis, Rusk, and Sebastian- 
14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bell, Berrien, Bradbury, 
Breese, Bright, Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, Dix, Dodge, Felch, Fitzgerald, 
Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Johnson of Maryland, Mangum, 
Mason, Metcalf, Miller, Niles, Pearce, Pheips, Sprauance, 
Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, Upham, and Yulee —33. 

| Aftera few remarks from Messrs. DAVIS, of 
Mississippi, and ALLEN— 
| The question was taken upon the amendment 
/of Mr. Brien, to strike out the 17th and insert 
the 31st July, and it was determined in the affirm- 
ative—yeas 30, nays 18, as follows: 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Badger, Bell, Berrien, 
Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massa- 
chusetts, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Felch, Fitzgerald, Greene, 
Hale, Hamlin, Johnson of Maryland, Mangum, Metcalf, 
Miller, Niles, Pearce Phelps, Spruance, Sturgeon, Under- 

| wood, and Upham—#0. 

NAYS—Messers. Benton, Borland, Butler, Calhoun, Davia 
of Mississippi, Dodge, Foote, Hunter, Johnson of Lonisi- 
ana, Johnson of Georgia, Lewis, Masou, Rusk, Sebastian, 

|| Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—18. 

After a few words from Mr. DICKINSON— 

A motion was made by Mr. BRIGHT to lay 
the resolution on the table, which was agreed to— 
yeas 26, nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atherton, Bell, Benton, Borland, Breese, 
Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, 
Dodge, Downs, Fitzgerald, Foote, Hunter, Johnson of Lou- 
isiana, Johnson of Georgia, Lewis, Mangum, Mason, Rusk, 
Seba-tian, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bernen, Bradbury, Clarke, 
Corwin, Davis of Massachu-etts, Dayton, Dix, Felch, Greene, 
Hale, Hamlin, Johnson of Maryland, Metealf, Miller, Niles, 
Pearce, Phelps, Spruance, Underwood, and Upham—22. 


The Senate then adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvrspay, July 6, 1848. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, by the general consent 

of the House, moved to discharge the Committee 

of the Whole on the state of the Union from the 

further consideration of the bill to amend the act 

approved 24th of May, 1824, entitled “ An act 

aupplementary to an act approved on the 3d of 

March, 1819, entitled ‘An act providing for the 

' correction of errors in making entries of land at the 
' land offices.’”’ 
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The motion was agreed to, and the bill was 
then read and ordered to be engrossed; and, being 
engrossed, was read a third time and passed, — 

Mr. PRESTON, by leave, from the Committee 
on the Library, to which was referred Senate bill 
to purchase the papers of Alexander Hamilton, 
deceased, reported the same back to the House, 
without amendment. Committed. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the bill making 
appropriations for certain fortifications for the year 
ending June 30th, 1849, was recommitted to the 
<Sommittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. HUNT called for the orders of the day. 


RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS. 

The business first in order was the report of the 
Committee on Commerce, and accompanying re- 
solutions, on the message of the President assign- 
ing his reasons for withholding his sanction to the 
river and harbor bill of last session, the memo- 
riul of the Chicago Convention, and various other 
memorials for the improvement of rivers and har- 
bors. 

‘The pending motion was to reconsider the vote 
of yesterday by which the first resolution was 
avreed to. 

Mr. TURNER, who was entitled to the floor, 
rose and occupied an hour in giving expression to 
his views on the subject of internal improvements, 
and in opposition to the Committee on Commerce 
in reporung the resolutions before the House. 
[This speech will be found in the Appendix.| When 
hie conclude d- - 

Mr. WENTWORTHIL said, if any member of 
this House ought to speak on this question, one 
coming from his locality ought to be heard in rela- 


tion to it; but there were an immense number of 


measures before Congress which ought to be acted 


upon before the adjournment, and before he sat | 


down he should therefore move to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. This was the first 
Whig Congress that he had ever attended, and it 
was the only Congress he had seen delay so Jong 
the passage of a bill for harbor and river improve- 
Afier commenting on this fact, he called 
upon the House to print the Chicago memorial, 
the report thereon, and Mr. Polk’s veto message 
in one document, that they might go to the coun- 
try and be read by the people together. He con- 
cluded by moving to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House then 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Root, of Ohio, in the 
chair,) and took up the bill making appropriations 
for the Post Office Department, which had been 
returned from the Senate with some amendments. 

The first amendment of the Senate reduces the 
amount proposed to be appropriated for the trans- 
portation of the mails within the United States, 
$45,000, This amendment was concurred in, under 
a recommendation of the Committce of Ways and 
Means some days ago. 

The second amendment of the Senate appro- 
priates for the transportation of the mail between 
Charleston, South Carolina, and Havana, by way 
of Key West, touching at Savannah, $50,000; and 


ments, 


’ 


for the transportation of the mail by said line, or 
by other steamers, to such other places on the coast 
of Florida as the Postmaster General may deem 
practicable and expedient, $5,000. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recommend 
a disagreement to the second amendment of the 
Senate. 

Mr. HARALSON desired to lay before the com- 
mittee some facts which might be serviceable in 
forming a correct opinion as to the vote they might 
give on the pending question. If they were now 
commencing the system of steam mail-boats for 
intercommunicauvon with distant parts of the Union, 
and other countries, he did not know what would 
be the course he should pursue. He might be 
disposed to doubt the course which we ought to 
pursue. ‘That policy, however, having been com- 
menced, and as we could not now discontinue a 
system which was pursued with so much activity 
by other nations, he was inclined the rather to 
facilitate such communication, and therefore he at 
once declared himself the advocate of the measure 
under consideration. ‘This Union ought not to be 
dependent on other nations, but should pursue a 
policy of its own; and hence the subject was one 


THE CO 


| sive use in case of necessity? 


which we ought gravely to consider, when other || 
nations were making such rapid strides in the es- | 


tablishment of lines of communication with other | 


parts of the world. They were aware that the 
british Government had two immensely expensive 
lines of communication: the one communicating 


with the ports of Boston and New York in the | 


north, and the other with the West India Islands 
in the south. 
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sense of duty pointed, however it affected the North 
or the South. He was not restricted within op. 
graphical lines in the discharge of his duties hers 


| But the gentleman seemed to indicate that this was 
an effort to defeat the South in procuring pq) 
| facilities. He would like to know what mail fei). 


ties New Orleans had? Did New Orteans eet the 


| benefit of this weekly service which was now at 


‘These lines were sustained by the British Gov- || 


ernment at a loss of more than a million of dollars 
per annum, so conscious were they of the import- 
ance of the facilities which these lines of steamers 
afforded. And in the advantages of lines of com- 


munication between New York and the southern || 


cities to New Orleans, and thence by the Gulf of 


Mexico and the Pacific Ocean, in which we have || 


now considerable possessions, this country should 
participate. It would be well to look for a moment 


then called the attention of the committee to the 


act approved March 3d, which gave to the Navy 


tended for these 
touching at Charleston, Havana, Chagres, &c., 


tempted to be given to Charleston and Savannah» 
He believed Savannah was in Georgia, the gey|¢. 
man’s own State. , 

Mr. HARALSON had never charged the cent}.. 
man with bemng opposed to the South and in fayor 
of the North, nor would he degrade himself s, 
much as to stand here the exclusive representatjy, 
of any particular section or interest. If gentlemen 
would listen to him, they would discover that by 


| this arrangement, which might be made by the 
| Postmaster General, all the ports on the Atlantic 
at the legislation of Congress on this subject. He 


would enjoy a weekly communication, not only 


| with Havana and the West India Islands, but als5 
| by means of the northern line of intereommunica. 
Department authority to control the building and || 
equipment of certain steamboats, which were in- || 


lines of intercommunication, || 


tion, with England and with Europe. The Sino 
line run once in two weeks: if this line was ay. 
thorized to be made by the Postmaster General, j; 


| would run also once in two weeks, but under the 


and pointed particularly to the fact that the law | 


authorized the Navy Department to control them 


ishment for refusing or neglecting to surrender 


order of that officer might be required to run on 


|| the alternate weeks, so that the result would be 4 
while in such service, and to take them for the ex- | 
clusive use of the United States whenever circum- |} 
stances might require it; a large penalty of one |! 
hundred thousand dollars being the prescribed pun- | 


those vessels to this Government on the demand | 


of the Secretary of the Navy. 


This Government, then, would ever have steam | 
vessels ready for the transportation of its troops | 
to such points as might call for their presence. || 
The vessels were to be connected with the naval 


service of the country, but they were only to be 


taken and paid for in case of emergency, when | 


they would be valued by commissioners to be ap- 


pointed by the company and by the United States; || 


and who was there that would not say the Gov- 


the necessity of keeping a large naval armament 


sudden emergency. 
This Sloo contract, as well as all the other con- 


weekly communication between New York and 
the West India Islands, touching at the Atlantic 
ports, and a weekly communication would have 
a tendency to discontinue the southern British line, 
which communicated with the West Indies at sy 
great cost on their part. Now, if by amicable ar- 
rangement we could become the carriers of the 
mail along our coast to the West Indies, and do 
away with this British line, would it not be a great 
point gained, and would it not contribute largely 
to sustain these lines, which we were told by the 
Postmaster General were so expensive to the Uni- 
ted States? 

There was another view of tlris subject which 
he desired to present. He was proud to represent 


| in part a State which, although it boasted not, 
ernment would do well thus to have the control of |! 
private property which it could take to its exclu- || 


It would obviate | 


might boast that it was the great railroad State of 
this Union. According to the latest estimates 
which he had seen, there were in actual operation 


|| in the State of Georgia railroads which communi- 
at an enormous expense in time of peace, and | 
would still keep the Government prepared for any | 


tracts, contained the same provision of law, that | 
the vessels were to be turned over te the Govern- | 
ment, at the option of the Government, whenever | 
required, and subjecting the contractors to a heavy | 


penalty in the event of their declining to comply 


with this condition. He read the law authorizing || 


the Postmaster General to contract for the transport- | 
ation of the mail in steam vessels from Charleston | 


to Chagres, touching at St. Augustine and Havana, 
thence across the Isthmus of Panama, and thence 
to Oregon, and contended, that as the Secretary of 
the Navy had contracted for a part of the route, 
the Postmaster General, in contracting only for the 
other part, had carried out the spirit of the law. 
Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, desired to ask 
the gentleman from Georgia whether any of the 
other lines of mail steamers between New York 


and Savannah, or anywhere else, run oftener than | 
And why it was that this line || 


once a fortnight? 
alone was to run weekly ? 


Mr. HARALSON said the gentleman was en- || 
|, Committee of Ways and Means. From the papers 
|| relative to the subject, he understood the amount 
| of the contract to be $45,000, and yet he saw that 
_ the appropriation proposed was $50,000. Would 


tirely mistaken. The contract with the company 
in South Carolina was to run only once in two 
weeks, 

Mr. HOUSTON replied, Very true; but the gen- 
tleman from Georgia would certainly not attempt 
to conceal the fact that another line was running 
over the same route once in two weeks, and the 
two made a weekly line to Charleston and Savan- 
nah, which was not the case on any other route. 

Mr. HARALSON was understood to admit that 


by the two lines a weekly mail would be trans- 


mitted between New York and Charleston and 


Savannah, and to express his surprise that a || 


southern gentleman should object to it. 


Mr. HOUSTON said the gentleman seemed de- | 


cated with the city of Charleston on one side and 
their own seaport town, Savannah, on the other, 
to the extent of nearly seven hundred miles; an 
amount of railroad communication, he believed, 
not surpassed except by one State in the Union. 
This line of communication, he would state, passed 
beyond the mountains, and conné@cted with the 


| great waters of the West; Savannah and Charles- 


ton were the seaport towns, nearer the great centre 
of the western water communication—the junction 
of the Ohio and Mississippi—than any other of the 
Atlantic ports. He dwelt upon the great import- 
ance of having thus a direct and frequent commu- 
nication between the western country and the 


| Atlantic, and warmly urged the advantages of 
|| authorizing the line under contemplation, particu- 





| larly mentioning the fact that it would cost but 


$50,000—only half the amount appropriated for 


| the purpose by the law of 1837; and was proceed- 


ing, when he was arrested by the expiration of the 

riod allotted to debate. 

The CHAIRMAN announced the question upon 
concurring in the amendments of the Senate. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, by general con- 
sent, addressed an inquiry to the chairman of the 


the gentleman inform him the reason of this dis- 
crepancy in amounts? 

Mr. VINTON replied that the gentleman from 
Alabama, who was a ‘nember of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and one of those who rejected 
this amendment, knew as much about it as he did. 


‘| The amendment appropriating $50,000 was put in 
| by the Senate; the contract was for $45,000; why 


sirous to put him [Mr. Houston] in a position | 


antagonistic to the South. 


Mr. HARALSON replied that he put the gen- | 


tleman in no other position than that which he || 7 
‘did not stipulate for the steamers going to Savan- 


voluntarily assumed. 


Mr. HOUSTON wok his position where his 


this $5,000 excess was proposed was more than 
he could state, as the Senate had sent no papers 
over. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, would answer the ques- 


‘tion. It was simply an additional compensation 


for their going to Savannah. 
Mr. RHETT explained also that the contract 


nah. The appropriation provided for it. 
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Mr. HOUSTON understood, then, this appro- 
riation to be clearly in violation of the contract. 
P Mr. CABELL asked to have a letter read from 
the First Assistant Postmaster General on the sub- 








rect. Z 
Objections were made. 


Mr. VINTON called a division of the question, 
put withdrew the call, 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, renewed the call 
for a division of the question. ; 

The CHAIRMAN, on reflection, decided the 
question indivisible, and that it was on concurrence , 
in the Senate’s amendments collectively. 

The committee were dividing on the question; 

ynen— 

— HOUSTON proposed to bring up the ques- 
tion by moving an amendment to the Senate’s 
amendment to reduce the amount $5,000. 

The CHAIR ruled it out of order as coming too 
late. 

"The question being taken, the Senate’s amend- 
ments were concurred in—ayes 71, noes 46—and 
were laid aside to be reported to the House, 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The committee then took up the bill making 
appropriations for the current and contingent eXx- 
penses of the Indian department, and for fulfilling 
ireaty Stipulations with the various Indian tribes 
for the year ending June 30, 1849, and for other 
purposes,’’ to which various amendments were 
made by the Senate. 

The Committee of Ways and Means, to whom 


- were referred the amendments of the Senate, rec- 


ommended to the House to concur in the thirteen 
frst amendments, and also to concur in the 17th 
and last amendment. 

The recommendation of the Committee of Ways 
and Means being agreed to, the above indicated 
amendments of the Senate were concurred in by 
the Committee of the Whole. 

The 14th amendment of the Senate strikes out 
the third section of the bill. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommended a disagreement to 
this amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, spoke an hour in 
opposition to the reduction of the Indian agencies 
which was proposed by this bill. 

Mr. McK AY replied at some length. Messrs. 
THOMPSON, of Indiana, and BARRINGER, of 
North Carolina, also participated in the discussion. 

The committee then rose and reported, without 
having passed upon ali the amendments proposed 
to this bill. 


APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE POST OFFICE. | 
The committee, however, having reported its 
concurrence in the amendments of the Senate to 
the bill making appropriations for the service of 
the Post Ofice Department— 
The question was stated to the House on con- | 
curring with the Committee of the Whole in their 


agreement to these amendments. || 


The first amendment, reducing the appropriation | 
for the transportation of the mails within the Uni- 
ted States, $45,000, was agreed to. 

The question was then stated on the second | 
amendment of the Senate, viz: appropriating 
$90,000 for the transportation of the mail in steam | 
vessels between Charleston, South Carolina, and | 
Havana, by way of Key West, touching at Sa- 
vannah; $5,000 for the transportation of the mail 
in the same line, or by other steamers, to such 


places on the coast of Florida as may be deemed || 
|| of San Diego, Monterey, and the bay of San Francisco, 


eactieaie and expedient by the Postmaster Gen- | 
eral, | 
| 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the yeas | 


and nays, and they were ordered and taken, and | 
resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, || not less than forty millions of dollars. The excellent har- - 


THE 


Hammons, Harris, George S. Houston, Andrew Johnson, 


James H. Johnson, George W. Jones, Kennon, Lahm, Lord, 
Lynde, McClelland, McClernand, MeKay, Job Mann, Miller, 
Morris, Mullin, Palfrey, Peaslee, Peck, Peyton, Phelps, 
Pillsbury, Rockhill, Sawyer, Robert Smith, Starkweather, 
Charles E. Stuart, Thomas, Thurston, Wick, Wiley, and 
Wilmot—5°. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. VINTON moved a reconsideration of the 
last vote; which motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

The amendments of the Senate having been 
agreed to, the Post Office appropriation bill stands 
passed. 

THE MEXICAN WAR. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing message, in writing, from the President of 
the United States: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States: 

T Jay before Congress copies of a treaty of peace, friend- 
ship, limits, and settlement, between the United States and 
the Mexican Republic, the ratifications of which were duly 
exchanged at the city of Queretaro, in Mexico, on the 30th 
day of May, 1848. 

The war in which our country was reluctantly involved, 
in the necessary vindication of the national rights and honor, 
has been thus terminated; and I congratulate Congress, and 
our common constituents, upon the restoration of an honor- 
able peace. 

‘The extensive and valuable territories ceded by Mexico to 
the United States constitute indemnity for the past, and the 
brilliant achievements and signal successes of our arms will 
be a guarantee of security for the future, by convincing all 
nations that our rights must be respected. The results of 

| the war with Mexico have given to tae United States a 
national character abroad which our country never before 
enjoyed. Our power and our resources have become known, 
and are respected throughont the world; and we shall prob- 
ably be saved from the necessity of engaging in another 

| foreign war for a long series of years. Tt is a subject of eon- 
gratulation that we have passed through a war of more than 
two years’ duration, with the business of the country unin 
terrupted, with our resources unexhausted, and the public 
credit unimpaired, 

I cominunicate for the information of Congress the accom- 
panying documents and correspondence relating to the ne- 
gotiation and ratification of the treaty. 

Before the treaty can be fully executed on the part of the 
United States, legislation will be required. It will be proper 
to make the necessary appropriations for the payment of the 
twelve millions of dollars, stipulated by the twelfth article 
tobe paid to Mexicoin four equal annnalinstalments. Three 
millions of dollars were appropriated by the act of March 3, 
1847, and that sum was paid to the Mexican Government 
after the exchange of the ratifications of the treaty. 

The fifth article of the treaty provides, that “in order to 

| designate the boundary line with due precision upon authori- 
tative maps, and to establish upon the ground land-marks 
which shall show the limits of both Republics, as described 
in the present article, the two Governments shall each ap- 
point a commissioner and a surveyor, who, before the expi- 
ration of one year from the date of the exchange of ratifica- 

| tions of this treaty, shall meet at the port of San Diego, and 
proceed to run and mark the said boundary in its whole 
| course to the mouth of the Rio Bravo del Norte.’ It will 
| be necessary that provision should be made by law for the 
appointment of a commissioner and a surveyor on the part 
of the United States, to act in conjunction with a commis- 


| sioner and surveyor appointed by Mexico, in executing the 


stipulations of this article. 

It will be proper also to provide by law for the appoint- 
ment of a “board of commissioners” to adjudicate and 
decide upon all claims of our citizens against the Mexican 
Government, which, by the treaty, have been assumed by 
| the United States. 
| New Mexico and Upper California have been ceded by 
| Mexico to the United States, and now constitute a part of 

our country. Embracing nearly ten degrees of latitude, 

lying adjacent to the Oregon Territory, and extending from 
the Pacific Ocean to the Rio Grande, a mean distance of 
| nearly athousand miles, it would he difficull to estimate the 
value of these possessions to the United States. They con- 
stitute of themselves a country large enough for a great ein- 
| pire, and their acquisition is second only in importance to 
| that of Louisiana in 1803. Rich in mineral and agricultural 
| resources, with a climate of great salubrity, they embrace 
| the most important ports on the whole Pacific coast of the 
continent of North America. The possession of the ports 


| will enable the United States to command the already valu- 
| able and rapidly increasing commerce of the Pacific. The 
| number of our whale-ships alone, now employed in that 
| sea, exceeds seven hundred, requiring more than twenty 
| thousand seamen to navigate them; while the capital in- 

vested in this particular branch of commerce is estimated at 


Barrow, Blanchard, Boydon, Albert G. Brown, Burt, Cabell, || hors of Upper California will, under our flag, afford security 


Catheart, Chapman, Clingman, Cocke, Cranston, Crowell, 
Crozier, Donnell, Duer, Dunn, Edwards, Fisher, Fulton, 


| and repose to our commercial marine; and American me- 


| chanics will soon furnish ready means of ship-building and 


Gaines, Goggin, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, || repair, which are now so much wanted in that distant sea. 


James G. Hampton, Haralson, Haskell, Henr. » Hill, Hilliard, 
Elias B. Holmes, John. W. Houston, Hunt, iverson, Robert 
W. Joinson, John W, Jones, Kellogg, ‘Thomas Butler King, 
Daniel P. King, McDowell, Mclivaine, McLane, Marsh, 
Meade, Morehead, Outlaw, Pettit, Pollock, Preston, Rhett, 
Julius Rockwell, J 
St. John, Shepperd, Silvester, Simpson, Sims, Sinart, Tru- 
inan Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Strolim, Taylor, James 
Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tompkins, Toombs, 
Venable, Vinton, Wallace, Warren, w 
Ward—sl, 
é NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Bowlin, Boyd, Beverly L. 
larke, Howell Cobh, Williamson R. Ww. Cobb, Cumiwins, 
Dickey, Dickinson, Embree, Nathan Evans, Faran, Feath- 
erston, Ficklin, Fries, Giddings, Green, Willard P. Hall, 


ohn A. Rockwell, Roman, Root, Ramsey, | 





|| By the acquisition of these possessions, we are brought 
|| into immediate proximity with the west coast of America, 
from Cape Horn to the Russian possessions north of Oregon ; 

with the islands of the Pacific Ocean ; and, by a direct voy- 
|| age in steamers, we will be in less than thirty days of Can- 


| ton and other parts of China. 


In this vast region, whose rich resources are soon to be | 


developed by American energy and enterprise, great must 
| be the augmentation of our commerce; and with it, new 


entworth, and Wood- || and profitable demands for mechanic labor in all its branches, 


and new and valuable markets for our manufactures and 
agricultural products. 
While the war has been conducted with great humanity 


} 


{ 





| 





! peace has been concluded on terms the most liberal and 
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; and forbearance, and with complete success on our part, the | 


1 


magnanimous to Mexico. In her hands the territories now 
ceded bad remained, and, it is believed, would have con 
tinued to remain, almost unoccupied, and of litte vatue te 
her or to any other nation; whilst, as a part ef our Union, 
they will be productive of vast benefits to the United States, 
to the commercial world, and to the general interests of 
mankind. 

The immediate establishment of territorial governments, 
and the extension of our laws over these valuable posses- 
sions, are deemed to be not only important, but indispensable 
to preserve order and the due administration of justice 
within their limits, to afford protection to the inhabitants, 
and to facilitate the development of the vast resources and 
weaith which their acquisition has added to our country. 

The war with Mexico having terminated, the power of 
the Executive to establish or to continue temporary civil 
Governments over these territories, which existed under the 
laws of nations whilst they were regarded as conquered prov- 
inees in our military occupation, bas ceased. By their ces 
sion to the United States, Mexico has no lenger any power 
over them; and, until Congress shall ect, the inhabitants will 


| be without any organized Government. Should they be left 


inthis condition, confusion and anarchy will be likely to 
prevail. 

Forcign commerce toaconsiderable amount is now carried 
on in the ports of Upper California, which will require to be 
regulated by our laws. As soon as our system shall be ex- 
tended over this commerce arevenue of considerable amount 
will be at once callected, and tt is notdoubted that it will be 
annually increased. Por these and other obvious reasons, I 
deem it to be my duty earnestly to recommend the action of 
Congress on the subject at the present session, 

Tn organizing Governments over these territories, fraught 
with such vast advantages to every portion of our Union, I 
invoke that spirit of concession, concdintion, aad compro 
mise in your deliberations, in which the Constitution was 

| framed, in which it should be administered, and which is so 
indispensable to preserve and perpetuate the harmony and 
union of the States. We should never forget thatthis Union 
of confederated States was established and cemented by kin- 
dred blood, and by the common toils, sufferings, dangers, 
and triumphs of all its parts, and has been the ever augment 
ing source of our national greatness and of all our blessings. 

There has, perhaps, been no period since the warning so 
impressively given to his countrymen by Washington to 
guard against geographical divisions and sectional parties, 

| which appeals with greater force than the present to the pa 
triotic, sober-minded, and reflecting of all parties and of ail 
sections of onr country. Who can ealculate the value of 
our glorious Union? It is a model and exaumpe of free gov 
ernment to all the world, and is the star of hope and the 
haven of rest to the oppressed of every clime. By its pres 
ervation, we have been rapidly advanced as a nation toa 
height of strength, power, and happiness without a parallel 
in the history of the world. As we extend its blessings over 
new regions, shall we be so unwise as to endanger its exist 
ence by geographical divisions and dissensions ? 

With a view to encourage the early setUement of these 
distant possessions, [ recommend that liberal grants of the 
public lands be secured to all our citizens who have settled, 


| or may in a limited period settle, within their limits. 


In execution of the provisions of the treaty, orders have 
been issuel to our military and naval forces to evacuate, 
without delay, the Mexican provinces, cities, towns, and 
fortified places in our military occupation, and which are 
not embraced in the territories ceded to the United Stites. 
The army is already on its way vo the United States. That 
portion of it, as well regulars as volunteers, who engaged to 
serve during the war with Mexico, will be discharged 28 soon 
as they can be transported or marched to convenient points 
in the vicinity of their homes. A part of the regular army 
will be employed in New Mexico and Upper California, to 
afford protection to the inhabitants, and to guard our inter- 
ests in these territories, 

The old army, as it existed before the commencement of 
the war with Mexico—especially if authority be given to fill 

| up the rank and file of the several corps to the maximum 
number authorized during the war—it is believed, will be a 
sufficient force to be retained in service during a period of 
peace. A few additional officers in the line and staff of the 
army have been authorized; and these, it is believed. wiil 
be necessary in the peace establishment, and should be re- 
tained in the service. The number of the general officers 
may be reduced, as vacancies occur by the casualties of the 
service, to what it was before the war. 

While the people of other countries, who live under forma 

| of government less free than our own, have been for ages 
oppressed by taxation to support large standing arinies in 
periods of peace, our experience has shown that such es- 
| tablishments are unnecessary in a republic. Our standing 
| army is to be found in the bosom of society. It is composed 
| of free citizens, who are ever ready to take up arms in the 
| service of their country, when an emergency requires it. 
| Our experience in the war just closed fully confirms the 
| opinion, that such an army may be raised upon afew weeks’ 
| notice, and that our citizen-soldiers are equal to any troops 
| in the world. No reason, therefore, is perceived why we 
| should enlarge our land forces, and thereby subject the treas- 
ury to an annual increased charge. 

Sound policy requires that we should avoid the creation 
of a large standing army in a period of peace. No public 
exigency requires it. Such armies are not only expensive 
and unnecessary, but may become dangerous to liberty. 

Besides making the necessary legislative provisions for the 
execution of the treaty, and the establishment of Territorial 
Governments in the ceded country, we have, upon the res- 


|| toration of peace, other important duties to perform. Among 


these, I regard none as more important than the adoption of 
| proper measures for the speedy extinguishment of the nation- 
al debt. It is against sound policy and the genius of our 
institutions, that a public debt should be permitted to exist 
a day longer than the means of the.treasury will enable the 


|, Government to pay it off. 


| We shouid adhere to the wise policy laid down by Presi- 

| dent Washington, of “avoiding the accumulation of debt, 
|, «not only by shunning occasions of expense, but by vigor- 
|| ¢ ous exertions in time of peace to discharge the debts which 
|| «unavoidable wars have occasioned, not ungenerously 
'| ¢ throwing upon posterity the burden we ourselves ought to 
~ © bear.” 
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At the commencement’of the prevent admintstration, the 
public det amounted to $17,784,799 62. In consequence 
of the war with Mexico, it has been necessarily increased, 
and now amounts te 65,778,450 41, including the stock and 
treasury notes whieh may yet be iesned mder the aet of 
January 2, 1847, and the «ixteen million lowm recently ne- 
gotiated under the act of March 31, 1°48. 

In addition to the amount of the debt, the treaty stipulates 
that twelve millions of dollars shall be paid to Mexico in 
four equal annual instalments of three millions each; the 
firet of which will fall due on the 30th of May, 1849. The 
treaty alee stipulates that the United States shall “assume 
and pay” to our own citizens © the claims already tiquida- 
ted and decided against the Mexican Repnblic,” and “ all 
claime not heretofore decided against the Mexican Govern- 
ment”? “to an amount not exceeding three and one-quarter 
miltions of dollars.’’ The “ liquidated” claims of citizens 
of the United States against Mexico, as decided by the joint 
board of commissioners under the convention between the 
United States and Mexico, ofthe tith of April, 1839, amount 
ed to @2.0%,139 68. This sum was payable in twenty equal 
quarterly instalments, ‘Three of them have been paid to the 
chimants by the Mexican Government, and two by the Uni 
ted States; leaving to be paid of the principal of the liqui- 
dated) omomuint assumed by the United States, the sum of 
#1,519 604 76, together with the interest thereon, These 
several amounts of “Tiquidated” and unliquidated claims 
assumed by the United States, it is believed, may be paid as 
they fall due out of the accruing revenue, without the tissue 
of stock or the creation of any additional publie debt. 

I cannot too atrongty recommend to Congress the import 
ance of husebanding all our national resources, of limiting 
the public expenditures to necessary objects, and of apply- 
ng all the surplus at any time inthe treasury tothe redemp- 
tion of the debt. 
the Exceutive by law to anticipate the period of reimburse 
ment otsuch portion of the debt as may not be now redeem- 
able, and to purchase it, at par, or atthe premium which it 
may command in the market, in all cases in which that 
authority bas not already been granted. A premium has 


recommend that authority be vested in | 


THE CONGRESSI 


| necessary to carry the treaty into effect; for those 


would not be needed antil the next session. He 
referred to that which proposed to authorize the 


| President to parchase the stock of the Government, 


and suggested that that portion be referred also to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 


| By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts : Remonstra 


Mr. BURT acquiesced in the suggestion, and | 


modified his motion accordingly. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said there was another 
portion still which related to the publie lands. 
This should be referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. VINTON said, before that portion of the 
message which related to the territories was re- 


| ferred to the Committee on the Territories, he 


| Rio Grande. 


| yeara past on this side of the Rio Grande. 


been obtained by the Government on mach the larger por- || 


tion of the loans; and if when the Government becomes a 
purchaser of its own stock, itshall command a premium in 
the market, it will be sound policy to pay it, rather than to 
pay the semi-annual interest apon it. The interest upon the 
debt, if the outstanding treasury notes shall be funded, from 
the end of the Jast fiscal year until it shall fall dne and be 
redeemable, will be very nearty equal to the principal, which 
must itself be u'timately paid. 

Without chang ng or modifying the present tariff of duties, 
eo greathas been the increase of our commerce under ita 
heniga operation, that the revenue derived from that souree 
and trom the sales of the public hinds will, itis confidently 
believed, enable the Government to discharge annually sev- 
eral millions of the debt, and at the same time possess the 
meins of meeting necessary appropriations for all other 
proper objects. Unless Congress shall authorize largely in- 
creased expenditures, for objects not of absolute necessity, 
the whole public debt existing before the Mexican war, and 
that created during its continuance, may be paid off, with- 
out any increase of taxation on the people, Jong before it 
will fall due. 

Upon the restoration of peace, we should adopt a policy 
suited to a state of peace. In doing this, the earliest prac- 
tieable paymeatof the public debt should be a cardinal prin- 
ciple of action. Profiting by the experience of the past, we 


should avoid the errors into which the country was betraved | 


shortly after the close of the war with Great Britain in L815. 
Ina few vears alter that period, a broad and latitudinous 
construction of the powers of the Federal Government un- 
fortunately received but too much countenance. Though 
the country was burdvned with a heavy public debt, large 
and in some instances unnecessary and extravagant expend 

tures were authorized by Congress. The consequence 
was, that the payment of the debt was postponed for more 
than twenty years; and even then, it was only accomplished 
by the stern will and unbending policy of President Jack- 
8on, Who made its payment aleading measure of his admin- 
istration. He resisted the attempts which were made to 
divertthe public money from that great object, and apply it 
in wasteful and extravagant expenditures for other objects, 


some of them of more than doubtful constitutional author- | 


ity and expediency. 

If the Government of the United States shall observe a 
proper economy in its expenditures, and be confined in its 
action to the conduct of our foreign relations and to the few 
general objects of its care, enumerated in the Constitution, 
leaving all municipal and local legislation to the States, our 
greatness as a nation in moral and physical power, and in 
wealth and resonrees, cannot be calculated. 

By pursuing this policy, oppressive measures operating 
unequally and unjustly upon sections and classes will be 
avoided ; and the people, having no cause of complaint, will 
pursue their own interests, under the blessings of equal 
laws and the protection of a just and paternal Government. 

By abstaining from the exercise of all powers not clearly 
conferred, the cement of our glorious Union, now number- 
ing thirty States, will be strengthened as we grow in ageand 
Increase in population, and our future destiny will be with- 
outa parallel or example in the history of nations, 


r JAMES K. POLK. 
Wasulnoton, July 6, 1848, 


The message having been read— 


lated to making provisions for carrying into effect 
the treaty with Mexico, to the Committee of Ways 
and Means; so much as related to the army, to the 
Committee on Military Affairs; so much as related 
to the establishment of territorial governments, to 


the Committee on the Territories; and that the | 


message be printed. 

Mr. McKAY suggested to the gentleman to 
modify his motion. There was another very im- 
portant part of the message—much more important 
than that which referred to the appropriations 


desired to know a little more distinctly what it was 
that constituted the territory that we had acquired. 
He understood this message to say that we had 
acquired by this cession the country beyond the 
We all knew that the President of 
the United States had set up a government and 
kept in operation a government for nearly two 
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| citizens of Alleghany county, Pennsylvania, pray 
| gress to abolish the franking privilege, and reduce 
| letter postage to two cents, and that of newspaper 





eee 


nee 
Naley and 38 others, citizens of Suffolk county. oe 


set, agnmst the removal of the marine hospital in the tow 
of Chelsea. ® 
By Mr. INGE: The petition of Edward 8. Dargan, Ww. 


Chilton, 4. W. Collier, and sundry other citize r. 


s ns of 
State of Alabaina, praying modification of the copy — 


Jaw. ght 


Ry Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 


ing Con- 
ordinary 


3 in 
portion. - 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspar, July 6, 1848. 
Mr. DIX presented a petition from citizens of 


| Albany county, New York, asking the reduction 
| of the rates of postage and the abolition of the frank. 


ing privilege; which was referred to the Committee 


|| on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN presented a petition from 


_John P. Wilhams, asking a confirmation of his 


formed this House that these governments, which || 
he had set up by virtue of his military authority, || 


were now extinguished by the peace. 
ritory of the United States prior to this war ex- 
tended to the Rio Grande, he desired to know by 


If the ter- | 


what authority the President of the United States | 


had established governments there. He desired 
that some investigation should be had; that the 


President of the United States should be called | 


upon to communicate to this House by what au- 
thority he had established a governmentat Santa Fé, 


erence of the message, and that the debate, which 
the gentleman seemed to have commenced, be car- 
ried on on the question of printing the message. 
Mr. VINTON replied, that when the message 
was referred, it was out of the hands of the House. 
As he had already said, if the boundary of the 
United States before this war extended to the Rio 
Grande, he trusted the message would never be 
referred until the President of the United States 
had been called upon to declare by what authority 
he had established a government over any of the 
then territories of the United States, or within the 
limits of any State ofthis Union. If Texas extended 
to the sources of the Rio Grande, he desired to 
know by what authority the President had set up 
a government within the territory of a State of 
this Union? Ifhe had done it, it was a high-handed 
usurpation of power, which he did not see how it 
was possible for this House, as the impeaching 
authority of this country, to pass over with ut 
nouce. 
Grande was a portion of Mexico, if it was ac- 
quired by our arms, the question as to his right to 
set up military governments by virtue of subjuga- 
tion and conquest, stood on the same footing on this 
side as on the other side of the river. 


If the territory on this side of the Rio | 


| title to a certain tract of land; which was referred 


He in- | to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Harrison, Maine, asking the abolition of 
the franking privilege and reduction of postage; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Posy 


| Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. WESTCOTT presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Apalachicola, Florida, setting forth sundry 
grievances occasioned by certain mail arrangemens, 
and asking that they may be redressed; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 


|| Post Roads. 
and had exercised the powers of government there. | 


Mr. BURT suggested to the gentleman from | 
Ohio to allow the question to be taken on the ref- | 





He wished | 


to know if the President had derived his authority | 
| to set up a government this side of the Rio Grande | 


from any other source of power than that which 
authorized him to set them up on the other side of 
the Rio Grande? And, for one, he was not pre- 


_ pared to see this message pass out of the hands of 
| the House until the President had answered this 
| interrogatory. 


the floor, and moved the previous question on Mr. 
Burr’s motion. 
Pending this question, the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following memorials and petitions were presented 


| under the rule, and referred : 


By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of the heirs 


of Matthew Jack, late of Westmoreland county, deceased, | 


mr . . || who was a captain in the &th regiment Pennsylvania line, in 
Mr. BURT moved to refer so much of it as re- | a : 


the revolutionary war, praying for his commutation pay. 
By Mr. MULLIN: The petition of Thomas M. Reade and 


| others, citizens of the county of Jefferson, New York, pray- 


ing the abolition of the franking privilege, and the reduction 
of letter postage to the uniform rate of two cents. 


Also, the petition of P. Burchard and others, citizens of 


the same county, praying the establishment of a post route 
from Cape Vincent to French creek, in said county. 
By Mr. HALL, of Missouri: The petition of John Oshorn 


, and others, citizens of Davies county, in the State of Mis- 


souri, praving the establishment of a certain post route. 


By Mr. LAWRENCE, of New York: Petitions of citizens 
of the towns of Newfield, in Tompkins county, and Veteran, 
in Chemung county, for a post route from Elmira to Ithaca, 


throngh East Veteran and West Cayuta. 


' 


| 
\ 
| 


; 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, obtained | 





| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| by Mr. Davis, of Mississi ppi— 


Mr. BUTLER presented a petition from citizens 
of Sumter county, South Carolina, asking the es- 
tablishment of a certain post route; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 


Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported House bill to establish a collection district 
at Brunswick, Georgia, without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. D., the Senate proceeded to 
the immediate consideration of the bill; which, 
after having been explained, was read a third time 
and passed. 


On motion of Mr. PHELPS, the Senate took up 
the joint resolution from the House to dispose of 
two brass field-pieces captured at the battle of Ben- 
nington in 1777; which, after having been consid- 
ered in Committee of the Whole, was read a third 
time and passed. 


On motion of Mr. FELCH, the Senate took up 
the joint resolution from the House to change the 
location of a light-house on Lake Superior, in the 
State of Michigan, which, after having been ex- 
plained, was read a third time and passed. 


On motion of Mr. YULEE, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the joint resolution of the Senate autho- 
rizing the submission of certain claims to arbitra- 
tion. The resolution was ordered to a third read- 
ing, but lies over. 

On motion of Mr. DAYTON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the joint resolution in reference 


| to taking the next census; which was read a third 


time, by unanimous consent, and passed. 
Mr. DOWNS submitted the following, which 


lies over: 

Resolved, That, after the present week, until the further 
order of the Senate, Friday and Saturday of each week be 
set apart, after 12 0’clock, for the consideration of the pri- 
vate hills of the Senate first, and then those from the House ; 
and that, when so considering Senate bills, any one givin 
rise to debate beyond a brief explanation, shall be passe 
over until the other private bills shall have been disposed of. 

Several adverse reports were taken up and con- 
curred in. 


THE OREGON BILL. 


On motion of Mr BRIGHT, the prior orders 
were postponed, and the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of the bill to establish a Territorial 
Government in Oregon; when— 

The question being on the amendment submitted 


“Mr. MASON addressed the Senate. He stated 
that the people of Oregon had undertaken to pass 
laws purely conventional and without authority, 
among which was one prohibiting slavery therein 
for ever. No one now believes that the people of 
a territory belonging to the United States have the 
right to pass any laws which can be binding, unless 
by the consent of the United States Government. 
By the 12th section of this bill, the laws of Oregon 
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are sanctioned, among which is this law prohibit- 
ing involuntary servitude in the Territor , or in 
aber words, prohibiting the introduction of slavery 
into that Territory. It becomes us to uncover 
yhisact, and to defeat it. Our object should be 
to defeat the recommendation of the committee. 
ghould this measure succeed, and slavery be pro- 
pibited, it will be in derogation of the spirit and 
jeter of the Constitution. es : a 

He referred to the prevailing disposition to 
make the construction of the Constitution a mere 
struggle for power, and predicted the most ca- | 
jamitous results from a continuance of such a |: 
course. He went into the history of the intro- | 
duction of the provision concerning slavery into 
the Constitution, to show that in the form in 
which it was adopted, it was adopted by the aid 
of three New England States; the two-thirds vote 
being inserted for an equivalent. He complained 
of the course of some of the northern States which 
had refused the use of their jails for the security of 
fugitive slaves, which he regarded as a violation || 
of the Constitution; while he denied that an 
southern State had evinced the slightest dispost- 
tion to violate the mutual compact between the 
North and South. He contrasted the legislation 
of the northern States with regard to other fugi- | 
tives from justice, with that practised in relation 
to fugitive slaves. The Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. Puevrs)} had assailed what he termed slave | 
power. He desired to know what was intended 
by the phrase? He wished Senators to use in- 
telligible terms. What he called the slave power, 
was nothing more than the representative weight 
given to the South for ample equivalents. He 
warned northern Senators to be cautious in as- 
sailing this representative weight. It required but || 
atorch to set the whole South in a blaze. The | 
South had made great concessions, and entered 
into a compromise, in the expectation that the || 
question would thus be settled forever. But now 
there appears to be a disposition, on the first oc- 
casion presented by the acquisition of new terri- 
tory, to violate the compromise. Should this 
spirit influence the legislation of Congress, when 
the subject shall come up relating to the estab- | 
lishment of Territorial Governments in California 
and New Mexico, he warned Senators of the con- | 
sequences, 

The ordinance of 1787 was a compact formed || 
between the United States Government and the | 
pants in possession of the Northwest Territory, 
efore the Constitution was formed. The history 
of that ordinance is shrouded in secrecy, as the 
journals were not made public. But it is well | 
known that there was much conflict. The item | 
concerning slavery was the result of compromise. | 
Under the Articles of Confederation, most of the || 
States were large importers of slaves, and, having | 
an immense territory under their control, they lim- || 
ited the territory within which slavery should be | 
permitted to exist. This will account for the in- 
troduction of the slave clause in the ordinance of | 
1787. He recited some of the difficulties which | 
stood in the way of the perfection of the ordi- 
nance. Some States came into the measure with || 
difficulty, and some with a protest. He read | 
several extracts from the papers before him, to || 
show the various action of the States on the sub- | 
ject. The course of New York in 1780 he con- || 
trasted with the course of her able representative || 
on this floor [Mr. Dix] now. Virginia never | 








THE CONGRESSIONAL 


| and apprentice, but for life. 





"slaves of John Randolph on lands purchased for 


that purpose in the State of Ohio, when they were 


| forcibly driven off, to show the character of the 


humanity which was professed by the anti-slavery 
party. 
That a slave was not property, but a mere inci- 


| dent to a domestic relation, as was asserted by the 
| Senator from Vermont, he entirely denied. The 


slave was property under the construction of the 
common law. The first slave who landed on our 


| shores brought his condition with him, and it was 
| recognized by the colonial laws. 


That condition 
was, that he was the substantial property of his 
master—not temporarily, as in the case of master 
Writers have de- 


scribed him, not as an incident to a domestic rela- 


| tion, but as an incident to the right of conquest. 


What forms may be thrown round him by con- 
vention or by law, is another question. In Africa, 
they are either taken in battle or sold by parents; 
but they are in bondage—perpetual bondage; and 
this condition they bring with them here, and it is 
recognized - our laws. The first slaves were 
brought to Virginia in 1620 by a Dutch vessel, 
and were sold as merchandise; and this was done 
with the knowledge and permission of the British 
Crown. This proves that it requires no special 
legislation to institute slavery, but it must require 
a special law to abolish it.” He denied the propo- 
sition that when a slave enters a free State, where 
there is no such domestic relation, he becomes free, 
on this ground, that the relation cannot be abol- 
ished without a special law. There was no law, 
originating under the present Constitution, until 


| 1820, which interfered with the right of the owner 


of a slave to carry his property with him into any 
of the States of the Union. Congress had never 
undertaken anything more than to regulate the 
subject in the admission of any new territory 

He then remarked on the party lines which*had 


| been drawn between the slaveholding and non- 
| slaveholding States, lamenting their existence, and 
| predicting the most fatal catastrophe, should they 


continue to operate. The election of a President 
was a question greatly inferior to that which was 
now agitating the Union. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, moved that the 
further consideration of the bill be passed over in- 
formally until to-morrow, which was agreed to. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATIONS. 


On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Senate 
then, proceeded to the consideration of the bill 
making appropriations for the naval service for the 
year ending June 30, 1849, as amended by the 
Committee on Finance. 

An amendment of the committee, striking out 


a clause appropriating $7,500 for the furnishing of | 


the marine hospital at New Orleans, led to consid- 
erable discussion, in which it was contended on 
the one side that the appropriation was out of 


| place in this bill, and that the introduction of for- 


eign matter was a bad precedent; on the other 
side, the necessity of passing the appropriation 
was urged, because, as every one was Satisfied 
that the furniture must be bought, a mere differ- 
ence as to the shape in which the money should 


be granted ought not to be urged to the defeat of | 


the appropriation, 

Messrs. ATHERTON, JOHNSON of Louisi- 
ana, DAVIS of Mississippi, PHELPS, BREESE, 
UNDERWOOD, DA VIS of Massachusetts, BEN- 


GLOBE. 
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| by the Government, and although no estimates are 
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made for that, the reason of the omission is found 
in the fact, that in 1837 Lake Michigan had no 
commerce. Now, many thousand seamen are em- 
ployed upon it, exposed to sickness, and requiring 
Lote he medicine, and care. 

Mr. B. said he did not see the propriety of stri- 
king them out of this bill; and he warned the Sen- 
ators who were interested in them, if they are 
stricken out, no appropriation will be made for 
them this session. And if they are in the wrong 
place, he said, it was better, in his opinion, that 
they should be ina wrong place rather than in no 
place at all, and hoped the Senate would retain the 
appropriations where they are found, coming as 
they do from the House holding the purse-strings 
of the nation. ] 

A message from the President of the United 
States was received, communicating copies of the 
treaty of peace; which was read, and five thousand 


| copies of the same ordered to be printed for the use 


of the Senate. [For message, see House proceed- 


| ings. 


Mr. HANNEGAN moved that the different 
parts be referred to the appropriate committees; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. WESTCOTT offered a resolution that so 


| much of the message as relates to the organization 


| of Territories be referred to a select committee of 
| seven, to be balloted for; which lies over. 
Mr. BUTLER moved to increase the number 
of the Committee on the Territories to seven. 
| ‘This led to some debate, in which Messrs. BUT- 
LER, BREESE, WESTCOTT, ATCHISON, 
and others, participated; when— 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved that the 
Senate adjourn; on which motion Mr. RUSK de- 
manded the yeas and nays, which were ordered, 
when the vote stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Benton, 
Bradbury, Clarke, Corwin, Dix, Felch, Fitzgerald, Greene, 
Hale, Hamlin, Johnson of Maryland, Jobnson of Louisiana, 
| Miller, Niles, Pearce, Underwood, and Upham—20. 
| NAYS—Mesers. Borland, Butler, Davie of Mississippi, 
| Dickinson, Downs, Hannegan, Johnson of Georgia, Lewis, 
| Mason, Rusk, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—13. 


Aité the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, July 7, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. FULTON, by leave, moved to discharge 

the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union from the bill of the Senate to extend the 
| provisions of the existing pension laws to enlisted 
| men of the ordnance corps of the United States 
| army, and that the same be put upon its passage. 
A letter was read from the chief of the ordnance 
| bureau, showing the necessity of the passage of 
| the law. 
| The motion to discharge the Committee of the 
| Whole was agreed to, 
The bill was read, and amended by altering the 
| phraseology so as to embrace those who might 
Rareeliee serve in the corps as well as those who 
had been and are now in service. 

It was then read a third time and passed, and 
returned to the Senate. 

Mr. BURT, by leave, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill to provide for the 
payment of the companies of Captains Bush, Price, 


| 


and Suasey, for military services in Florida. Read - 


would have been a party to that compact, never || TON, DOWNS, SEBASTIAN, WESTCOTT, 


would have made the cession she did, had she sup- 
posed her right to extend her population whither 
she would, would have been denied. Slaves form 
a great part of the property of the South, and are a 
considerable element of her political power; and 
he asked, by what authority was this property to 
be touched and interfered with by the General 
Government? Legislative discretion he regarded 
aa limited by the object of the trust committed to 
it; and it did not extend to any interference with 
the question of slavery. There were States who 
did not regard the slave as a trust, as he was de- 
fined to be by the Senator from Vermont, but as a 
real property, which the owner, under the sanc- 
tions of the Constitution, may take where he 
pleases. There are now three millions of slaves 
penned up in the slave States, and they are an 
Increasing population, increasing faster than the 
Whites. And are the slaves to be always confined 
within what may be deemed their prison States? 
He referred to the attempt to settle the manumitted 





| BORLAND, STURGEON, and BADGER, took 
'| part in this debate; when the bill was laid aside 
|| until to-morrow. 
'| (Mr. BREESE said: It appears from the argu- 
ment of the chairman of the Committee on Finance, 
| and of the Senator from Vermont, (Mr. Puetrs,] 
'| that the objections which they entertain to these 
1 appropriations are wholly technical. They have 
| not attacked the objects; they have not said they 
‘| were not important; but, conceding that point, they 
insist that they are out of place; that they should 
'| not be in the naval appropriation bill, as the marine 
|| hospitals were under the charge of the Secretary 
|| of the Treasury. Mr. B. said that was true. They 
t are under the charge of the Treasury, but that did 
|| not furnish a valid objection to a in which 
|| the appropriation is now found. hese hospitals 
|| (Mr. B. said) had all, save one, been estimated for 
‘| as far back as 1837. Some of them are ina course 
|| of being erected, and the sites of others purchased 


l by the Government. The site at Chicago is owned 





| twice and committed. 


DISBANDING THE OFFICERS OF THE ARMY. 

Mr. BOTTS, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which was referred the amendments of 
the Senate to the bill of the House to amend the 
| act entitled “‘An act supplemental to an act entitled 
|*An act providing for the prosecution of the 
| existing war between the United States and the 
Republic of Mexico, and for other purposes,’ ” 
reported the same back to the House with amend- 





| 
| ments. 


| This bill relates to the disbanding of the officers 
| of the army at the close of the war with Mexico. 
| The amendment of the Senate postpones the ex- 
| ecution of the bill until the 4th of March, 1849. 

| On motion of Mr. BOTTS, the House proceed- 
| ed to the consideration of the said bill and amend- 
| ments. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, was opposed both 
to the bill and to the amendments. He was op- 
| posed to continuing these officers in the service. 
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He thought the time had arrived, by the proclama- 
tion of the President that the war was terminated, 
when that law, which was now attempted to be 
extended to the 4th of March next, took effect, and 
it became the duty of the President to execute that 
law. He could see no necessity for continuing | 
any of these officers in the service longer than the 
emergency which called them into the service. 
The emergency having ceased, they should not be 
continued in the service of the country, and there- 
fore he moved that the bill and amendments be 
committed to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. GENTRY, as at present advised, and 
with the information before him, concurred in the 
views presented by his colleague [Mr. es fully. 
When legislation was had by Congress for the 
creation of additional officers of the army, it was 
deemed sound policy to provide that when the pub- 
lic necessity which required this creation of officers 
should have passed away, the law by which they 
were created should provide for the termination of 
their office at the end of the war. He saw no rea- 
son nor public policy which required a change in 
this respect. Why should they suspend the op- 
eration of the law tothe 4th of March next? They 
might as well suspend the law which provided for 
disbanding the rank and file—the privates as well 
as officers. If the existing law should operate in- 
junously—if any officer had rendered preéminent 
services, Which would commend him as an excep- 
tion from its operation, let the law take effect, and 
then let a special law be passed to restore him to 
his rank. But it was proposed to keep in the ser- 
vice all the officers until the 4th of March next. 
He could not, he repeated, see any reason for this 
suspension of the operation of the law; he preferred, 
as he had stated, that those who were meritorious 
should be restored to their rank by special law. 

Mr. BOTTS said there was certainly no reason 
why he, asa member of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, or as the chairman of that committee, 
should feel any particular anxiety for the passage 
of this bill, Bult it became his ns as the organ 
of that committee to state to the House the reasons 
why they had agreed to concur to some of the 
amendments of the Senate, and to propose amend- 
ments to others. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Albama, inquired if this bill 
did not make an appropriation, and, therefore, if, 
as a matter of course, itmust not go to the Commit- | 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER said he was not aware that the 
bill contamed an appropriation, but the gentleman 
from Alabama must be aware, that if it did, it had 
already been in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, had been passed by this House 
and sent to the Senate, whence it had come with 
some amendments, 

Mr. BURT assured the gentleman from Alabama 
the bill made no appropriation. 

Mr. HOUSTON paid it might not in direct terms, 
but he thought it would be found that a large 
amount was involved. 

Mr. BOTTS again rose for the purpose of ma- 
king an explanation of the character of this bill, 
and of the necessity of its passage. Personally, he 
should be satisfied with any action the House might 
take upon it. He would repeat what he said yes- 
terday respecting the case which was now pre- 
sented to the House. He then recapitulated the 
provisions of the law of the last Congress, which 
provided that on the restoration of peace the major 
generals then in commission should be reduced 
to one, and the brigadier generals to two. This 
bill, which had been to the Senate and had come 
back with an amendment, must, therefore, either 
be passed immediately, or the unavoidable conse- 
quence would be that either Gen. Scott or Gen.Tay- 
lor must be stricken from the roll, and likewise all 
brigadier generals save two, who would be retained 
at the discretion of the President of the United 
States. The time has arrived when the act, whose | 
provisions he had quoted, would be in full force, 
the President’s proclamation of peace having been 
published, unless this bill were passed this day. 

The Senate, instead of repealing this section of 
the act, proposed to suspend it till the fourth day 
of March next; and this not only as respected gen- 
eral officers, but all other officers connected with 
the army. The object of this, Mr. B. said, was 
simply to allow time for more judicious legislation 
than could now be possible. It was not hereby 
intended to retain these officers in commission until | 
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necessary to act understanding! 


_was in contemplation by both Houses to provide 


' would be. 


| the Senate. 


| sweeping. 


for the country a peace establishment. Now, until 
it should have been decided what number of troops 
were to be retained in the service, it could not of 
course be ascertained how many officers it would 
be necessary to retain. It was understood, as of 
course, that more would be required than were in 


commission before the war, especially if the peace || 


establishment was to be increased, as it probably 
How, then, was it possible for Con- 
gress to decide in an hour how many of the officers 
now in commission should be dismissed? It was 
impossible; and to give the House time for delib- 
eration, the Military Committee proposed that there 
should be a postponement, as recommended b 


would be competent to repeal the provision to-mor- 
row, if it so pleased, and go on to provide a peace 
establishment. 


B. cited particularly the case of meritorious cap- 
tains who had recently been promoted to a ma- 


jority. 


Mr. GENTRY said that if the object of sus- 
pending was no more than what had now been 
stated, he should give it his hearty concurrence; 
but the terms of the amendment were general and 
If its effect was confined to officers pro- 
moted, he should have no objection to it. But 
what did we want with all these additional gener- 
als? Off with their epaulets! The war was now 
over, and there was no need of retaining them a 
day longer. 

Ir. BOYDON suggested, in reply to Mr. Borts, 
that the proclamation of peace, though made to- 
day, was dated on the 4th instant; so, if there was 
any force in what the gentleman had said on that 
subject, the officers were out of the service already. 


Mr. BOTTS said that he had not before asserted | 
that all the officers would go out, but only those | 


ofa high grade. He would not undertake to say 
whether the proclamation would take effect in law 
from the day of its date or the day of its promul- 
gation. He should suppose it would be reckoned 
from the day when it was made known to the 
world. It might be dated a month back. Four 


of the oldest and most meritorious captains in the | 


line, without any request of their own, had been 
promoted to be majors. Now, there could not be 
a more glaring and more monstrousact of injustice 
than that these men, withouta fault, should in their 
old age be legislated out of office. Were there 
time to do what was desired by his friend from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Gentry,] Mr. B. should be as 
ready as he; but it was because of the want of 


time, that in order to avoid oppression and rash- | 


ness, he wished to postpone the repeal of the act, 


and retain these officers, not until the 4th of March | 
/ next, but until there should be a fair opportunity | 


of acting on their case without inflicting injustice, 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that | 
the House go into Committee of the Whole on the | 


private calendar. 

Mr. VINTON said, if that motion was rejected, 
he should move to go into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 


The question being put on Mr. RockweEtu’s 


| motion, it was negatived. 


Mr. VINTON then moved to go into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. SAWYER demanded the yeas and nays, | 


but the House refused to order them; and voted, 
under a count by tellers, in favor of the motion: 
Ayes 69, noes 56. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that | 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the |) 


Whole on the private calendar. Lost. 


So the House resolved itself into Committee of || 


the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Roor, 


_of Ohio, in the chair.) 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The committee took up the bill making appro- 
priations for the current and contingent expenses 
of the Indian department and for fulfilling treaty 
stipulations with the various Indian tribes for the 
year ending June 30, 1849. 

The question pending was on concurring in the 


the 4th of March; but as they would, under the | 
operation of the existing law, go out immediately | 
on the proclamation of peace, and no time now | 
remained for deliberation, the postponement was | 
made to prevent such a result, and gain the time || 
in the case, It 


Should the House agree to do this, 1t | 


To repeal the law at once, would | 
inflict great hardship on some of the officers. Mr. 





scully 7, 


| ne Re at od — 
14th amendment of the Senate 
out the third section of the bill. 

Mr. BARRINGER wished to say, in addition 
to what he had observed yesterday, that the prop. 
osition in the bill had two branches: the first e 
reduce the number of these Indian superintendents 
and agents, and the other to change their sal 
By the law as it now stood they consisted, in al! 
|| of twenty-nine. Should the third section of the 

bill be retained, they would be reduced to seven. 
teen, viz: two superintendents, nine agents, and 
six sub-agents. The section assigned to the Super- 
intendents $1,600 salary, instead of $1,500, which 
they received at present; it allowed to Indianagents 
$1,200, instead of $1,500, the present salary; ang 
to sub-agents $800, instead of $750. 

In 1834, a law was passed regulating our inter. 
course with the Indian tribes, and another reoy. 
ganizing the Indian department. Previous to thar, 
the process of removing the Indians west of the 
Mississippi river had been commenced; since then, 
| ithad been almost completed. Before that removal, 

the tribes, for the most part, occupied an isolated 
position, separate entirely from each other, and it 
was proper and necessary to retain an agent in each 
tribe; but since they had been transported to the 
West, tribes which had been separate were now in 
close collocation, and in some cases actually amal- 
|| gamated into one. In this state of things, the 

Secretary of War had, at a former session, recom- 

mended a reduction in the number of these agencies, 
| The Indian Committee had introduced such a pro- 

vision into the Indian bill of last year, but the 

Senate struck it out. They had again introduced 

it in the present bill, and the Senate had stricken 
| it out again. Mr. B. was in favor of the measure; 

he thought it proper and expedient. Did he be- 
lieve, as the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. Jouy- 
son] did, that it would produce discontent and 
dissatisfaction among the Indians, and perhaps 
lead to bloodshed, he should, of course, oppose it. 

But he could not conceive how any such conse- 

quences were likely to grow out of it. The Sem- 
| inoles and Creeks were now put together; and the 
Chickasaws and Choctaws were similarly situated, 
as were many other tribes. 

The mere saving of money that would be effected 
by the proposed arrangement was not the sole or 
the chief argument in its favor, though it was not 
to be overlooked. It would save about $11,000 in 
actual salaries, and about a like sum in houses, 
fuel, &c.—say some $20,000 in all. But it would 
also curtail Executive patronage, now wielded by 
the Secretary of War under the direction of the 
President. The subject was not new. There was, 
to be sure, no report upon it from the Indian Com- 
| mittee, because the subject had not been brought 

up in that committee during the present session. 
He hoped the House would not concur in the Sen- 
' ate’s amendment. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, explained the 
ground why he was in favor of concurrence. Ac- 
| cording to his reading of the act of 1834, it would 
increase instead of diminish the number of super- 
intendents. He had heard nothing from either of 
the gentlemen from North Carolina which con- 
vinced him he had been wrong. The gentleman 
from North Carolina on his left [Mr. McKay] had, 
indeed, given him, as the gentleman seemed to 
suppose, a severe dressing, and had said he (Mr. 
_T.) was laboring under a most marvelous delusion; 
| and the gentleman had enlightened the House upon 
| the law, by informing the House of Representa- 
|| tives what had been his own intention in intro- 
| ducing the clause which the Senate had stricken 
out. But that gentleman, one would think, had 
lived long enough to know that his personal inten- 
tion constituted no part of the law, but that a statute 
must be interpreted by its own terms. No doubt 
the gentleman intended to reduce the number of 
| these officers; but the question was, did the words 
_of this section have that effect? Mr. T. believed 
not. 
|| He had avowed a disposition to look with jeal- 
ousy into the power exercised over the Indians by 
_ our Commissioner and his superintendents, for he 
| believed that more than half of all the frauds per- 
|| petrated under this Government took place in this 
| department of it. Almost every step taken in the 
|| management of our Indian affairs was In some Way 
| connected with fraud. Ble did not say that these 
| frauds were committed by the officers; but that 
|| they were committed was the universal belief in 
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Indian Affairs exercised a power which should be | and limited the number of agents to nine, and of 
confided to no man under our free Government. sub-agents to six. 
Mr. T. here went again into a reference to the Mr. STANTON, remarking that he did not 
wer of granting and revoking at will the licenses eng to be very intimately acquainted with the 
to Indian traders, and the manner in which that | Indian affairs of the country, said if the section 
ower might be and had been misused. Being | were so framed as to have the effect indicated by 
asked to specify the case to which he more partic- the gentleman from North Carolina, he should not 
ylarly alluded, he stated it to be that of a Mr. | object to it for a moment, but he believed that 
Ewing. ; , other consequences would result from the reduc- 
Mr. BARRINGER here interposed, and ex- tion of these agencies. We knew the relations 
plained that a large mass of documentary testimony _ between the Chickasaws and Choctaws, and that 
inthe case of Ewing had been submitted by the | the attempt to amalgamate them, or appoint only 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs to the Indian Com- | one agent for these tribes, would be received as a | 
mittee, and was now before them. | very unfriendly act by both of them, which would | 
Mr. THOMPSON disclaimed all intention of | be of far greater disadvantage to us as well as the | 
challenging the conduct of the Commissioner. He | Indians than any saving which would be effected. | 
had cited this case merely to show that the War | He understood that the deputation from both these 
Department considered that officer as not amenable || tribes—the Chickasaws and Choctaws—as well as 
to the Secretary of War, and he seemed, therefore, | from the Seminoles and Cherokees, were in the 
to be without control or responsibility to anybody. || city, and strongly protested against this proposed 
For this reason he contended that it was the duty | action of the House, and concurred in the amend- 
ef Congress to scan with more particularity the | ment of the Senate. 
exercise of so delicate and irresponsible a power as The feelings and desires of these Indians, whom 
that over our Indian trade. As to this particular |) we had removed from their original homes and 
case, Mr. T. knew nor cared nothing, nor was he || placed in a new country, ought to some extent to 
much concerned whether the section under debate . respected. The saving of some $10,000 or 
was retained in the billornot. (Mr. McKay here | $12,000 in carrying on the relations between these 
having entered the House) Mr. T. said he was || Indian tribes surely was of too small importance to 
going to recur to the castigation inflicted on him | induce us to excite the least unfriendly feelings on 
yesterday by the gentleman from North Caro- || the part of these tribes. He did not know that the 
lina. || apprehensions of the gentleman from Arkansas were 
The gentleman from North Carolina had stated || just; he could not say that the reduction of these 
yesterday that this section would reduce the num- || agencies—the attempt to amalgamate these tribes— | 
ber of Indian superintendents. He read the sec- | would be productive of war; but it was sufficient for 
tion proposed by the Senate to be stricken out, || him to know that the citizens on our western fron- 
and contended that, instead of reducing, it would || tier, to which these Indians had been removed, 
retain the present number of superintendents at | entertained serious apprehensions that such would 
$1,500, and authorize an addition of two with a | be the result; and he knew it not merely from the 
salary of $1,600. The committee were certainly | gentleman from Arkansas, but from his own per- || 
to judge of this amendment from its words, and not || sonal knowledge. Every gentleman knew that the 
from any design which the gentleman from North || intercourse of these agents with the Indians had | 
Carolina might have in offering it. Now, was || a beneficial effect—a tendency to keep up friendly 
there a necessity for this increase, for the autho- || feelings on their part. He should therefore give 
rizing of two additional superintendents ata salary || his vote to the amendment of the Senate. 
of $1,600? If the design expressed by the gentle- || Mr. ROCKHILL replied to the remarks of his 
man from North Carolina could be accomplished || colleague [Mr. THompson] relative to the case of | 
by now moving an amendment expressly provi- || the recall of the license of the Messrs. Ewing to 
ding that the number of superintendents should be || trade in the Indian country, and stated the facts of 
but two, and repealing previous laws authorizing || the case, showing that a charge had been made, 
alarger number, he had no objection. He was || and thecase thoroughly investigated, upon evidence 
satisfied that, simply as a question of law, the sec- | adduced before this license was recalled. He had 
tion did not accomplish the object of the gentle- || been astonished to hear his colleague make the 
man from North Carolina. | broad assertion that these gentlemen had been driven 
Mr. BARRINGER explained that the present | out of the Indian country without a single particle 
number of superintendents was regulated by the || of testimony, but upon the bare assertion of a single 
law of 1834. At that time, Michigan being aTer- | individual. He would ask his colleague whether 
ritory, its governor was ex officio superintendent of | he had not some personal and pecuniary interest in 
Indian affairs. That superintendency was dis- || the continuance of this license? The gentleman 
pensed with, as were also, from the same cause, | certainly must have understood what were the facts 
the superintendencies of Iowa and Wisconsin. || and the evidence, and he thought it ill became him 
He did not concur with the gentleman from In- || to make the broad assertion he had made. Evi- | 
diana in the construction he placed upon this third || dence had been taken and the case was reported || 
section, but thought the clear effect of the language || by the Superintendent of Indian Affairs in a docu- | 
was exclusive, and that in effect, although not in || ment of thirty-seven closely-written pages. This 
express terms, it repealed previous laws fixing the 
number of superintendents. 


to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to the su- 
Mr. THOMPSON resumed the floor, and pro- || perintendent, and to all concerned. 
posed to offer an amendment, but, after some con- Mr. VINTON appeal to the committee to take 
versation with the Chair, waived it until a more | the vote on this amendment: it had already been 
appropriate stage of the bill. '| fully debated, and must be well understood. As 
Mr. STANTON obtained the floor, and yielded || there was another amendment which would neces- 
to— | sarily give rise to some debate, if this discussion 
Mr. McKAY, who, in reply to Mr. Tuompson, || was to be continued, he should be compelled to | 
admitted that the effect of the section was to be || offer a resolution in the House to terminate the 
judged of from its words, and not from any avowed || debate. He hoped the committee would at once 
intention he might have had in offering it; but || take the vote, and let them pass on to the other 
he contended that, thus construed, the section did || amendment of the Senate. 
limit the number of superintendents and agents. Mr. PHELPS next obtained the floor, and spoke 
He read the law of 1834, and admitted that while || at some length on the questions involved in this | 
itauthorized but one superintendent eo nomine, the || discussion, opposing the reduction both of agents 
section he proposed fixed the number at two— || and the salaries of agents. . ; 
being an increase of one eo nomine; but said that || The question was stated on agreeing with the 
under the law of 1834, the agents received the same | Senate in their fourteenth amendment, striking out 
salaries as superintendents, and that two of these || the third section of the bill, and, being put, it was 
agents had been acting as superintendents, besides || decided in the negative. 
the Governor of the Territory of Wisconsin being || So the 14th amendment of the Senate was not 
ez officio superintendent, (which superintendency || concurred in. 
ad now ceased )—thus making, in fact, four Indian The 15th amendment of the Senate was then 
superintendents under the present law, while the || read as follows: 
Secon in question expressly reduced the number || « Sec, —. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary | 
totwo. He read from the report of the Commis- || of War cause to be ascertained the number and names of | 
sioner of Indian Affairs, recommending the increase || SUCh individuals and families, including each member of | 





ONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 





905 
eighteen hundred and thirty-six, and who have not removed 
west of the Mississippi, or received the commutation for 
removal and subsistence, and report the same to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury; whereupon the Secretary of the Treas 
ury shall set apart, out of any moneys in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, a sum equal to filty-three dollars 
and thirty-three cents for each individual ascertained as 
aforesaid, and that he cause to be paid to every such indi- 
vidual, or his, or herlegal representative, interest at the rate 
of six percent. per annum on such per capita, from the said 
twenty-third day of May, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, to 
the time of the passage of this act, and continue annually 
thereafter said payment of interest at the rate aforesaid. 

“Sec. —. dnd te it further enacted, That whenever, 
hereatter, any individual or individuals of said Cherokee 
Indians shall desire to remove and join the tribe west of the 
Mississippi, then the Secretary of War shall be authorized 
to withdraw from the fund set apartas aforesaid, the sam of 
fifty-three dollars and thirty-three cents, and the interest 
due and unpaid thereon, and apply the same, or such part 
thereof as shall be necessary, to the removal and subsistence 
of such individual or individuals, and pay the remainder, it 
any, or the whole, if the said Indians, or any of them, shall 
preter to remove themselves, to such individuals or heads of 
fainilies, upon their removal west of the Mississippi: Pro- 


| vided, That nothing herein contained shall prevent Congress, 


on a final settlement of the questions arising ander the treaty 
of New Echota, from charging the sums herein required to 
be funded or paid for the benefit of the Cherokees of North 
Carolina, or any part thereof, to the Cherokee fund under 
that treaty, if Congress shall find it just aud proper to do 


so.”? 
The Committee of Ways and Means reported 
the following as an amendment of the foregoing: 


* Strike out all of both sections afer the word ‘ Tudians?’ 
where it first occurs, in the fourth line, and insert the fol- 


lowing, viz: 
i ’ 


‘© Who had their residence east of the Mississippi, at the 
date of the ratification of the treaty of New Echota of May 
23, 1835, and who have not removed West of the Missis-ipp, 
or received the commutation for removal and subsistence, 


| und report the same to the Secretary of the Treasury ; 


whereupon it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treas- 


| ury te cause to be deposited in the treasury, to the credit of 


said Indians, out of the unexpended balance of the Chero- 
kee fund, under said treaty, a sum equal to $53 34 for each 
individual, ascertained as aforesaid; upon which amount 
interest shall be allowed at the rate of six per centuin per 


| annum from the date of said deposit. 


“Sec. —. And be it further enucted, That whenever, here- 
after, any individual or individuals of said Cherokee Indians 


| shall desire to remove and join the tribe west of the Mis-is 
| sippi, then the Secretary ot War shall be authorized to with- 
| draw from said money, so deposited as aloresaid, so much 


thereof as may be necessary for the removal and subsistence 
of such individual or individuals or families as may go west 
of the Mississippi, and to disburse the same, so that the 


| money withdrawn as aforesaid do not excecd the sum of 


$53 33, and the interest due thereon, for each person remoy- 
ing as aforesaid; and the remainder of said per capita, if any, 


| and the interest due thereon, shall be paid to each of said 
| individuals so removed, after deducting the costs of such 
| removal and subsistence. And the Secretary of War is fur- 


ther authorized to pay the said sum of $53 J33,in money, to 
any of the said Indians who shall prefer to remove bin or 


| herself, on his or her arrival in the Indian country west of 
| the Mississippi river.’’ 


The question was stated on agreeing to the 


' amendment reported by the Committee of Ways 
| and Means to the amendment of the Senate; when 


Mr. McILVAINE spoke at length, giving a de- 


_ tailed history of the treaty negotiations with these 


| Indians, and was followed by Mr. CLINGMAN 


and Mr. BARRINGER, in explanation of the In- 
dian treaties, and of the amendments proposed 


| respectively by the Senate and the Committee of 


: ° his | Ways and Means. 
document, he urged, should be printed, in justice | 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, next took the 
| floor, and spoke with much earnestness in reply 
to Messrs. Cuineman and Barrincer, in opposi- 
tion to the amendment proposed by the Senate. 
Before Mr. H. had concluded his argument, he 
| yielded to a motion by Mr. Burr, that the com- 
| mittee rise. 
| The committee rose and reported their action to 
| the House. 
| Mr. VINTON moved a resolution to close the 
| debate in Committee of the Whole on the Indian 
| appropriation bill in one hour after the committee 


| shall again consider said bill in Committee of the 


Whole. Agreed to. 
And then the House adjourned. 








Frivay, July 7, 1848. 


Mr. NILES, from the select committee to whom 
was referred the bill to set apart and sell to Asa 
Whitney, of New York, a portion of the public 
lands to enable him to construct a railroad from 

| Lake Michigan to the Pacific, reported back the 
same with amendments. 

In reporting this bill, Mr. Nixes briefly alluded 
to the importance of the measure as connected with 


| 
| IN SENATE. 
| 
| 





|| every family of the Cherokee nation of Indians, that re- the public interests. In afew days the bill would 


of the superintendents to three. The section pro- || mained in the State of North Carolina at the time of the | be laid on the tables of Senators, and he invoked 
\ 


posed, however, was explicit, and fixed it at two, \' ratification of the treaty of New Echota, May twenty-three, 





\| their especial attention to its provisions. He gave 
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notice that he should call it up during the morning | States, and for other purposes, approved 3d March, | 


hour on the first appropriate occasion. He desired 
to have a vote without debate, as he presumed that 
all the Senators had made up their minds upon the 
subject. He expressed the opinion that a careful 
examination of the bill would do more to make it 
better understood than any debate. 


EXTRA ALLOWANCE TO PAYMASTERS,. 


Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, reported a bill concerning the pay department 
of the army. 

This bill authorizes the Paymaster General to 
allow those paymasters who have been employed 
in the payment of volunteers during the war with 
Mexico a commission not exceeding one-half of 
one per cent. on all sums disbursed, as he shall 
deem reasonable, for the risk and labor attending | 
such service, provided the same shall not exceed 
$1,000 per annum from the commencement to the | 
close of the war; and also allowing said Paymaster | 
General at his discretion to allow any paymaster’s 
clerk, in lieu of pay now allowed by law, an an- 
nual salary of $700 per annum. 

Mr. Dix would be gratified if the Senate would 
wroceed at once to consider the Lill. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, inquired whether 
the bill did not involve a new precedent, and 
whether one of a similar character ~ been intro- 
duced at the close of the preceding war. 

Mr. DIX replied that he was not sure that any 
nll of this character was passed at the close of the 
last war; but there had been a bill similar, in prin- 
ciple, atthe close of what was denominated the 
Black Hawk war. 

Mr. JOHNSON then inquired if the Senator 
from New York could give any statement of the 
amount likely to be involved by the introduction 


of such a bill, and what the pay allowed by law to || 


that class of officers at present amounted to. 

Mr. DIX adverted to the fact of the arduous 
duties of this class of officers, and their liability to 
loss in the discharge of their trusts, to which the 
hest of them had been subjected. While these 
officers had to be everywhere with the troops, ex- 
posed to all the perils of war and climate, they ac- 
tually received some eight hundred dollars less than 
paymasters employed on the Atlantic seaboard, 
and had actually been losers by their appointment. 
The Senator would perceive from looking at the 
bill that it was limited in amount, beyond which 
it could not go, to wit: the half of one per centum 
on all moneys disbursed, in no instance to exceed 
the sum of $1,000 per year from the time of the 
war to its close. 

Mr. JOHNSON asked what was the pay of these 
paymasters, setting aside the losses? 

Mr. DIX said it was the pay of a major of in- 
fantry. 

Mr. BADGER said the Committee on Military 
Affairs had been unanimously in favor of the bill, 
and expressed his opinion of its entire justice. 

The motion of Mr. Dix was then agreed to, and 
the bill was read a third time, by unanimous con- 
sent, and passed, 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, made an adverse report on the memorial 
of citizens of Rochester, New York, in behalf of 
the Tonawanda band of Seneca Indians. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Ward & 
Smith; which was read a first time. 

Mr. WESTCOT'T, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported House bill for the relief of Archi- 
bald Beard and twenty-one other Tennessee mount- 
ed volunteers, with an amendment. 

Also, from the same Committee, House bill for 


the relief of John W. Hockett, without amend- 
ment. 
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1825; and an act authorizing the issue of treasury 
notes or loan, and for other purposes, approved 
28th January, 1847. 

MEXICAN CLAIMS. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, desired to intro- | 
duce a resolution calling the attention of the Com- 
mittee on Finance to what he deemed a very palpable 
error in the late message of the President, relating | 
to the liquidated claims of our citizens against | 
Mexico, calculated to be very injurious to their | 
interests. 

The President (said Mr. J.) statesin his message, 
that these claimsare to be liquidated by twenty equal 
annual instalments, three of which have been paid 
by Mexico, and two by the United States, leaving 
a million and a half unliquidated. For this un- | 
liquidated amount, he recommends an appropri- 
ation to be made out of the treasury, without the 
issue of stock, so as to make it payable out of 
the current revenue. Now, it would be seen, on 
reference to the proceedings of the commissioners 
in 1839, that it was agreed that the whole of these 
claims, principal and interest, should be paid in 
five years; and the act of 1843 confirmed theiraward, 
the payments being by instalments every three 
months, making twenty quarterly instead of an- 
nual payments; so that the whole amount is due 
now. The mistake of the President* was calcu- 
lated to operate injuriously on the claimants, many 
of whom were citizens of Maryland. He would 
therefore submit the following resolution, which | 
he hoped would be agreed to. 

The resolution was then read and agreed to, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed 
to inquire what measures are necessary to secure the prompt 
payment of the claims of citizens of the United States which 
have been liquidated and decided against the Mexican Gov- 


ernment, and which are now due, and that they have leave 
to report by bill or otherwise. 


SALARIES OF JUDGES. 


Mr. MASON desired to introduce a resolution | 


directing the Committee on the Judiciary to in- 
crease the salary of the judge of the western dis- 
trict of Virginia. Mr. M. spoke of the great in- 
crease of the duties of that office, owing to the 
additional number of courts that had been estab- 
lished, and their extended terms, &c. 

Mr. BERRIEN took upon himself to say, in the 
absence of the chairman of the Committee on the 
Judiciary, that if the Senator would so modify his 
resolution as to make it a matter of inquiry into 
the expediency of such a step, instead of rendering 


it obligatory, the committee would be prepared to | 


give the snbject all due consideration. 
Mr. WESTCOTT ad verted to the fact that there 


were now before the Committee on the Judiciary || 
some three or four memorials for the augmenta- | 


tion of the salaries of different judges, and he 


thought this subject might come under considera- | 


tion with the rest. He would have no objection 
to the resolution if modified as indicated by the 
Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. MASON then modified his resolution, and 
it was adopted, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom 


is referred House bill No. 290, entitled “An act to change | 
the times for holding the district courts of the United States | 
| for the western district of Virginia,” be and are hereby in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency, by an amendment 
to said bill, to increase the salary of the judge of said 
court, in consideration of the additional duties devolved 


upon him by the increase in the number of courts in said | 


district, and the extension of their respective terms. 
Mr. HALE desired to offer a resolution inquir- 


ing into the expediency of increasing the salary of | 


the district judge of New Hampshire, which at the 


present time was lower than any other in the State. 


Also, from the same committee, Senate bill for | 


the relief of Bryan Callaghan. 


On motion of Mr. RUSK, the Senate proceeded 
to consider this bill; but, after some few words, | 


interposing objections to the bill, from Messrs. 
UNDERWOOD and BRIGHT, it was laid on the 


table for the present—ayes 20, noes not counted. 
BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE, ETC. 


i} 


| 


Mr. ATCHISON, on leave, introduced a bill to | 


amend an act in relation to the payment of claims; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. DICKINSON, on leave, introduced a bill 


to amend an act more effectually to provide for the | 
punishment of certain crimes against the United '! 


The salaries of the State judges had been raised by 
a late law. 

Mr. BERRIEN inquired what was the amount 
of the salary of the State judges? 


Mr. HALE replied, by the late law they received _ 


some $1,600 and some $1,800, while the salary of 
the United States judge was only $1,000. Mr. H. 


then introduced the following resolution, which | 


was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- | 





* In copying the President’s message, an error occurred | 


in a single word, by substituting “annual” for quarterly. 


| The President states the sum awarded to our claimants un- 


der the Mexican commission at $2,026,139 68, which sum is 
taken from the awards on file in the State Department, and 
is perfectly correct. 
twenty equal annual instalments,” as copied, whereas it is 
truly stated by the President as quarterly.— Union, July 8. 


‘| Louisiana, which was so notorious! 


He adds: “This sum was payable in | 





July 7, 


ing the salary of 


ed to inquire into the expediency of increas 
the district judge of New Hampshire. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, adverted to the 
| fact of memorials having been over and over agair 
| presented from the bar of New Orleans for an 4 

crease of the salary of the judge of the district of 
. : : y inade ua 
On his motion it was —. 


Ordered, That the memorial of the bar of the cit 
Orleans, praying an increase of the salary of th 
| judge of the district of Louisiana, presented at a former « 

sion, be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. to 
whom was referred the resolution of Mr. Mason. -~ 


On motion of Mr. PHELPS, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary pe in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by jay 
for the destruction or other disposition of spurious and enn, 
terfeit treasury notes and other public securities, and of 
spurious and counterfeit plates and coins and implements 
for making the same, and prevent future circulation or Use 


On motion of Mr. PEARCE, 

Resolved, That 150 copies of the report of the Regents of 
the Smithsonian Institution, printed for the use of the Senate 
be furnished to the Secretary of the Institution for the use of 
said Institution. 

On motion of Mr. UPHAM, the Senate pro- 

| ceeded to the consideration of the bill for the pay- 
ment of the 4th regiment in the 2d brigade of the 34 
division of the Vermont militia for services in the 
| batde of Plattsburg; which, after having been ex- 
ee and advocated by Mr. U., was ordered to 

e engrossed, and was subsequently read a third 
time and passed. 

The joint resolution authorizing the submission 

| of certain claims to arbitration, was read a third 
| time and passed. 


| OREGON BILL. 


‘On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the special order, 
being the bill to establish a Territorial Government 
| in Oregon; when— 
| The question being on the amendment submitted 
‘| by Mr. Davis, of Mississippi— 
| “Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, said, that although 
| the British Parliament was. considered as omnipo- 
| tent, still the meanest subject was protected in his 
property. How strange, therefore, must it ap- 
pear, that the American Congress should be en- 
| gaged in seriously discussing a question which 
| affects the property of fifteen of the States of the 
Union! The admission of the right of Congress 
to prohibit slavery implies the right of Congress 
to establish slavery. ina what would be thought 
if the fifieen slaveholding States were to come 
forward with a proposition to Congress to estab- 
| lish Mavery in the States in which it does not 

now exist? Or, if it was proposed to prohibit 
any citizen of the free States from entering a slave- 
holding State with his property, would not the 
right of Congress to interfere be denied? He 
looked on the present question as a question of 
power, in which the numerical strength of the free 
| States was to be arrayed against the feebleness of 
the South. In this condition, the South has only 
| to say, ‘* We stand still; we have not the power to 
_resist.’” The South invokes the free States to stay 
| their hands, and to yield obedience to the mandates 
of the Constitution. 

He referred to the restricted nature of our Gov- 
ernment, and quoted from the authorities, to show 
the extent of the powers of Congress in reference 
to the Territories. He regarded the word “terri- 
tory”’ in the Constitution as meaning nothing more 
_ nor less than land. Congress had a right to pro- 
tect this property, to cause surveys to be made, 

and to establish judicial districts and courts to try 
criminals who may commit offences against the 

property. Beyond these powers, he thought, 
Congress could not go. Wherever the framers of 

the Constitution intended to confer exclusive legis- 
lation, they inserted in the Constitution proper 
terms to express that intention. The power of 
Congress to establish territorial governments, al- 
though it had been denied by some, he would be 
willing to admit, for the sake of argument. But 
if Congress had the power, it must use it in refer- 
ence to its character as a trust—it must act as & 
mere agent. The territory is the property of the 
United States, and not of the Government of the 
United States. If Congress had the power to dis- 
tribute the public lands among the several States, 
', and were to do so, would it be tolerated if Congress 
_ were to give a portion of this land free, while it 
1 clogged another with the condition that no slave 
‘| should be there? Yet the principle was the same 
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a this case as in the effort to prohibit slavery in 
the Territories. mee 
Gentlemen had referred to former legislation on 
the subject, and had brought forward precedents 
throw their light on our path. He examined 
some of these precedents, in order to show that | 
they did not aid the purposes of those who had | 
provght them forward. He stated that Mr. Dane, 
of Massachusetts, not Mr. Jefferson, was the au- 
thor of the restrictive clause in the ordinance of 
1787; so that all the weight supposed to attach to | 
it from the name of Jefferson fell to the ground. 
Having been adopted before the existence of the 
present Constitution, the ordinance could not prop- 
erly be quoted as a legislative precedent under our | 
Constitution. He did not doubt that any of the | 
great States had the right to establish slavery | 
within their limits; yet, under this ordinance of || 
1787, the United States could not establish slavery | 
within their territories. Looking at the ordinance 
as a compromise, neither party to such compro- | 
mise parted with any of its respective rights. He | 
had carefully examined all the acts which had | 
been relied on to prove the power of Congress over 
slavery, and had found that, in part, they related 
to the powers exercised by Congress under the 
clause relating to commerce. Their only connec- | 
tion with the subject was in relation to the traffic | 
of slaves. | 

As to the judicial decisions which had been also 


| 


| 





out by his colleague [Mr. Berrien] on the sub- | 


ject, regarding them as having no bearing on the || 
| 


question. There never had been a solemn decis- 
ion that Congress had the power to exercise the 
right of excluding slavery from the Territories. 

‘He construed the principles laid down by the 
Baltimore Convention as his colleague did. It was | 
intended to convey the distinct opinion that Con- 
gress has no power to interfere with the question 
of slavery in the Territories. He referred to the 
history of the Convention to sustain him in this 


view—to the course of Mr. Forman, of Georgia, || 


Mr. Yancey, and others, who asserted their im- 
pression to be that the principles of the platform | 
covered all the ground of the non-interference of 
Congress with the question of slavery in the Ter- 
ritories. He had great confidence in the Demo- 
cratic party, and believed that on its integrity de- | 
pended the settlement of this question in a way | 
which would prevent the dissolution of the Union. 
He referred to the apostacy of Mr. Van Buren, for | 
whom the South sacrificed herself in 1840, and to 
the conduct of some few of the party who had con- 
sented to become his minions, with great severity. 
The amendment of the Senator from Mississippi 
brought up the question, whether Congress had 
the right to interfere on the question of the transfer | 
of slaves from one Territory to another. He 
maintained that Congress had reserved the power 
of the veto over the laws of a Territory; so that | 


ifa Territory should pass a law excluding slaves || 


from a Territory, it would not be valid until it 
had received the sanction of Congress. He held 
that the Constitution had as effectually precluded 
Congress from abolishing slavery, as it had ex- 


Mr. MANGUM having put the question, whether 
General Cass does not assert that the people of the 
Territories have the right to regulate slavery within 
their limits, and that Congress had no power over 
the question ?— 

Mr. JOHNSON resumed, referring to the letter 
of General Cass to show that he had not conceded 
any right in the people of the Territories to regu- 
Inte the subject, but ee he was willing, as a matter 
of policy, to leave it to be regulated by any new 
Territories. 

Mr. MANGUM said that General Cass seemed 
to have no opinions on the subject. 


_Mr. JOHNSON said that was precisely the | 


situation of the South. She desired no interference, 
but that she should be let alone. He wished to 
know General Taylor’s opinions. 


Mr. MANGUM could not give them. But if | 


General Taylor should write a dissertation on the 
subject, he would inform the Senator that it would 
be so plain that any one might understand it. He 
asked, supposing a North Carolinian went into a 
Territory with a slave—into California or New 
Mexico, which he understood to have been always 


j 


| 


Mexican territories to show that the prohibition 0! 
slavery is a political law there, and read an extract 


|| ed and o 








from a judicial decision to prove from the laws of 
nations, that a political law is changed, when by 
conquest, or otherwise, territory is transferred from 
one country to another. If a Carolinian were to 
go into these territories with his slaves, his prop- 
erty in these slaves would be recognized complete- 
ly there. He stated that he intended to vote for the 


_ amendment of the Senator from Mississippi. 
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previous to its organization, the Judiciary Com- 


mittee had charge of the Territores. 


Mr. ATCHISON said, this was the first time 


that he had heard it intimated that the Committee 
on Territories was an inappropriate committee for 
the preparation of the business relating to the Ter- 


ritories. 


There was no need te call in the learning 


of the Judiciary Committee to regulate these mat- 


t 
t 


ers. The simplest of all bills were those for the es- 
ablishment of Territorial Governments, the forms 


He asked what great view of public policy, what | of which could be found on our statute books. 


| law of humanity, demanded that slavery should be 
prohibited in the law constituting a Territorial 
, Government? 


‘ He did not see how the interests of 
policy or humanity were likely to be promoted 
by the adoption of such a principle, but he saw 
clearly how both these interests must suffer. The 
North will not receive the slave on any terms of 


| political equality; he is not permitted to vote, he is 


degraded than even in the southern States. He went 
into an exposition of the fallacy which laid down 
the slave power as a power which was to be dread- | 


duce a single representative of the slaves. He | 


Mr. WESTCOTT stated, that under an impres- 


| sion that the question relating to the government 
of the new territories involved some important con- 
siderations, he had yesterday moved for the ap- 


invoked the Senate to take a calm and deliberate || 


eee of all the bearings of this important question. 
| 


cial ch h || for the Union, he would stand here to oppose, so 
relied on, he coincided in the lucid views thrown || 


uniformly acted against the South. 


that their northern friends had stood by the inter- 


| ests of the South, in resisting the Wilmot proviso. 
Mr. JOHNSON said he had not the least in- || over the subject until to-morrow. Many Senators 
tention to say anything which could evince unkind- | had left the Chamber, not expecting that business 
He admitted there had been | 
| occasions when the North had stood forward in | 
behalf of the South. 


ness to the North. 


But he did not thank the 
North for offering them the Wilmot proviso. 


from Georgia, as denying the power of Congress 


of Columbia? 
Mr. JOHNSON replied in the affirmative. 
Mr. HALE replied that in that case, as relaté® 


District. 


slavery? He denounced the monstrous doctrines 
on slavery which he had heard this day. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, 
the further consideration of the bill was then passed 
over until to-morrow. 


TERRITORIES. 
Mr. BUTLER moved that the Senate proceed 


to the consideration of his motion for the appoint- 
ment of two additional members to the Committee 


message of the President. 
| ing that all the increased business and its respon- 


| sibility should fall on him. 
Mr. HALE thought the question was of too 





} 
j 
} 





free—who was to judge of the fact whether the 


slave was propert or not? 
Mr, JO SON 


much importance to be disposed of when the Sen- 
ate was thin. He suggested the propriety of suf- 


up to-morrow, in the morning hour, when the Sen- 
ate would be full. 

Mr. DAVIS expressed a hope that the motion 
would not be agreed to, and that the subject pre- 
| sented in the President’s message would be referred 

to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BREESE expressed a hope that the Com- 
| mittee on the Judiciary would be increased by two 
additional members. He referred to the history 


NSON referred to the condition of the || of the Committee on Territories, and stated that 


| 


pointment of a select committee by ballot. 


He 


would not persist in that motion, as he had not 


been backed by his friends. 


It was not the ques- 


? tion of slavery only to which he had reference. 
not elevated socially; on the contrary, he is more |, There was the claim of Texas to a boundary em- 
bracing all the territory of New Mexico to be con- 
sidered, which was very important. 


Mr. RUSK replied that this claim had been es- 


pposed, contending that it would not pro- || tablished by the consent of Mexico and the United 


States. 


Mr. FOOTE said that in looking over the list of 


committees, he had come to the conclusion that 
He denied the power of Congress to legislate on || they were all learned, astute, and sound, and he 
the subject; and if Congress attempted to legislate || thought it would be very discourteous to take the 
| subject out of the hands of the Committee on Ter- 


long as he could utter a sound, or move a muscle || ritories. 
of his frame. The South had expected that the ques- | 
tion was settled by the Missouri compromise, and || that as the committee was now constituted, too 
that the subject would never again be stirred. The || 
| South had fulfilled her pledge, and had remained 
satisfied. But it was notorious that in the North || tion, as it was his desire that a special committee 
abolitionism had sprung up and spread itself, and || should be raised to take charge of the subject. 

the compromise had lost its holdg The olive branch || 
had frequently been tendered by the South, but it | ‘chairman of the Committee on Territories, (Mr. 


Mr. BUTLER explained his motion, stating, 


much responsibility would be thrown on him. 
Mr. RUSK said he should vote against the mo- 


Mr. BRIGHT referred to the absence of the 


had as often been refused by the North, as was evi- || Doveras,] and the uncertainty of bis return durin 
dent by facts which he referred to in the legislative | the residue of the session. 
action of Congress, to show that the North had | every exertion in his power to press forward the 


He (Mr. B.) had ae 


| bills reported by the committee; but he thought 


} 


to legislate on the subject of slavery in the District | 
| 
|| wished the subject to be considered when the Sen- 


| 


| to the District of Columbia, it was at leastthe duty || 
| of Congress to undo what had been done in this 

If the United States Government carries | 
slavery wherever it goes, he wished to know what | 
kind of slavery we take with us—whether Dela- | 
ware, or Maryland, or New Jersey, or Georgia | 


on Territories. Some very important business had | 
been devolved on this committee by the recent | 
Some of the members | 
of the committee were absent, and he was not will- | 


Mr. HALE asked if he understood the Senator | 


Mr. FOOTE reminded the Senatagfrom Georgia, || the labor would be too great unless some additional 


'| members were appointed. 
| 


j 
i 
} 





Mr. DAYTON urged the propriety of passing 


of moment, coming properly within the morning 
hour, would be called up at this hour of the day. 

Mr. BUTLER said he had given notice in the 
morning of his intention to call it up after the de- 
bate on the Oregon bill. 

Mr. DAYTON presumed that the Senators who 
had gone away did not think it necessary to regard 
a notice to do what would be out of order. He 


ate was full, as it seemed to involve matters of 
some importance. He moved that the Senate ad- 


| journ; which was agreed to—ayes 22, noes 19; and 


The Senate adjourned. 
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ff The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


| 
| 
| 


fering the motion to lie over, that it might be taken | 


| 


Mr. BOTTS moved to recommit to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs the bill of the House to 
amend an act entitled “ An act supplemental to an 
act entitled ‘An act providing for the prosecution 
of the existing war between the United States and 
the Republic of Mexico,’”’ and for other pur- 
poses, together with the amendments of the Senate 
thereto. 

Mr. B. said that he perceived from the papers 
that the President (by what authority Mr. B. did 
not pretend to know) had directed that the officers 
whose term of service would by law expire on the 
termination of the war, should continue in com- 
mission until the 20th instant: as that would aliow 
ampletime for the necessary deliberation, he would 
now move that the bill from the Military Com- 
mittee be recommitied to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr. BRODHEAD hoped the motion would pre- 
vail, and that the bill might be so amended as to 
allow to all officers and privates of the army three 
months’ extra pay, and providing that the law 
— for raising an additional military force might 

> carried fully out. If the third section of the 
bill as it came from the Senate should pass, he 
hoped the second would be atricken out. 

The motion of Mr. Borts was agreed to, and 
the bill reeommitted accordingly. 
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Mr. WHITE moved to discharge the Commit- | 





having been to effect the removal of the Indians | 


tee of the Whole on the state of the Union from Sen- || from all the States where they were settled to new | 
territory west of the Mississippi, the provision for | 
the expense of their removal, and for their sub- | 


ate bill renewing certain naval pensions for the 
term of five years, and extending the benefits of | 
existing laws respecting naval pensions to engi- 
neers, firemen, and coal-heavers in the navy, and | 
to their widows. 

The reading of the bill was called for; it not 
being at hand— 

Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the resolution relative 
to printing 10,000 copies extra of the report of the 
Committee on Public Lands on the graduation, re- | 
duction, and disposition of the public domain, 
reported the following resolution, which was read | 
and avreed to: 

Resolved, That 
printed 


10,000 copies extra of said report be 


Also, from the seme committee, to which was 
referred the resolution relative to printing the re- 
ports of the majority and minority of the Com- 
mittee on Public Expenditures on the subject of 
the report ef the Secretary of the Treasury on the 
finances, reported the following resolution, which 
was read and agreed to: 


Resolved, That extra copies of neither of said reports be 
priated, 


The bill of the Senate renewing certain naval 
pensions, &c., having been brought to the Clerk’s 
table— 

The SPEAKER stated the question on dis- 
charging the Committee of the Whole, as stated 
above, 

Mr. BURT called for the regular order of busi- 
ness, 

The SPEAKER stated that there was no regu- 
lar order of business on Fridays and Saturdays 
except private business, and there was none of that 
character on the Speaker’s table which could be” 
wut before the House at this time. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that 
the Hlouse resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the private calendar. The motion was 
rejected, 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motionof Mr. VINTON, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Root, of Ohio, in the chair,) and 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill making 
appropriations for the current and contingent ex- 
penses of the Indian department, and for fulfilling 
treaty stipulations with the various Indian tribes 
for the year ending June 30, 1849. 

The question pending was on agreeing to the 
amendment reported by the Committee of Ways 
and Means to the 15th amendment of the Senate, 
and heretofore published. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, being entitled to 
the floor, concluded the remarks commenced by 
him yesterday, which consumed his allotted hour. 

Mr. GENTRY spoke with great earnestness in 
favor of concurring with the Senate’s amendment 
in favor of the North Carolina Cherokee Indians; 
arguing that onall principles of equity and of nation- 
al law the treaty of New Echota should be so inter- 
preted as to allow to those Indians the sum provi- 
ded for the removal and subsistence of such of the 
tribe as removed west of the Mississippi, on the 
ground that whether the words of the treaty, if 
made with a foreign Power, would in strictness of 
law bear that construction or not, yet the treaty 
having been so explained to the Indians by our | 
commissioner, and they having so understood it, | 
it ought to be carried out according to their under- | 
standing of it. And if the allowance of the princi- 
pal should be made, then the interest since accruing | 
would follow of course. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, made some re- 
marks in reply to Mr. Rocxsri. in relation to 
certain licensed Indian traders who were diiven 
from the Indian country by the Indian agent. 

The hour allotted for debate having expired, the 
question was stated on agreeing to the amendment 
proposed by the Committee of Ways and Means 
to the amendment of the Senate, when— 

Mr. VINTON, who was entitled to an hour in | 
closing the debate, went into a full explanation of 
his own understanding of the whole subject of the 
treaty; the policy in which it originated; the ends 
it was intended to secure, and the manner in which 
it was originally proposed, and in what shape it 
was finally ratified. He contended that the policy 
of General Jackson, and those who supported him, 


| their assent to the removal. 


sistence in their new homes for one year, had been 
inserted in the treaty to furnish an inducement to 
Some of the Indians 
refused to go, and great difficulty arose in finally 
effecting the object in view. To allow the same 
amount to those tribes or individuals who refused 
to remove as was given to those who did, was, in 
effect, to offer a premium for refusal, and by such 
a proceeding the Government was effectually coun- 
teracting and defeating its own policy. Perceiv- 
ing this, the treaty, before its final ratification, had 
been altered; the clause providing the cost of re- 


| moval and subsistence to Indians (such as those 


in North Carolina) who did not remove was 
stricken out, and in place of it was a provision 
that those who remained should receive, in com- 
mon with those who went, an allowance, per 
capita, out of a certain Indian fund in the Treas- 
ury, after certain charges on that fund had first 
been deducted. He, therefore, argued against the 
Senate’s amendment, as contrary both to the terms 
and policy of the treaty. 

He then explained an amendment which was 
proposed by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
which provided in substance that a fund should 
be set apart and kept in the treasury, so that 
whenever any of these Indians concluded to re- 
move, they should receive the full amount of re- 
moval and subsistence as stipulated in the treaty; 
and meanwhile to pay them the interest on their 
per capita share of the Indian fund. 

Mr. V. having concluded his remarks— 

The question was stated on agreeing to the 
amendment reported by the Committee of Ways 
and Means to the 15th amendment of the Senate; 


| when— 


Mr. CLINGMAN moved to amend the amend- 
ment of the Senate by striking out the proviso in 
the 4th and last section, which is as follows: 


Provided, Thatmothing herein contained shall prevent 
Congress, on a final settlement of the questions arising 
under the treaty of New Echota, from charging the sums 
herein required to be funded or paid for the benefit of the 
Cherokees of North Carolina, or any part thereof, to the 
Cherokee fund under that treaty, if Congress shall find it 


just and proper to do so. 


And inserting in lieu thereof the following: 


Provided, That the amount herein required to be fund- 
ed for the benefit of the said Cherokees of North Caro- 
lina, and the amount required to be paid to them, shall be 
charged to the general Cherokee fund, under the treaty of 
New Echota, and shall be reimbursed therefrom. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The question was then put on the amendment 
proposed by the Committee of Ways and Means 
to the amendment of the Senate. 

The count was had by tellers, and there were— 
ayes 7], noes 76. 

So the amendment of the Committee of Ways 
and Means was disagreed to. 

The question recurred on agreeing to the amend- 
ment of the Senate, (the two sections,) and, being 
put, it was decided by tellers in the affirmative— 
ayes 77, noes 60. 

So the amendment of the Senate was agreed to. 
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The 15th amendment of the Senate, which adq 
two sections, was read, and the amendment — 
reported by the Committee of the Whole (M : 
CiLinGMAN’s proviso) was agreed to. _ 

The amendment moved by Mr. Viytoy to the 
15th amendment of the Senate, viz: to strike os, 
all after the word “Indians,” where it first ocen,,. 
and insert in lieu thereof the amendment re 
by the Committee of Ways and Means, wa 
and the question being put on agreeing thereto, ;; 
was decided in the negative by yeas and nays— 
yeas 75, nays 94. 

The question recurred on agreeing to the 15th 
amendment of the Senate as amended, and bej;> 
put, was agreed to by yeas and nays—yeas 94 
nays 71. ; 

The 17th and last amendment of the Senate, (, 
new section,) which was agreed to by the Com. 
mittee of the Whole, was then read and concurred 
in by the House. 

Mr. CLINGMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the 15th amendment of the Senate wy 
agreed to. 

The motion to reconsider was Jaid on the table. 


Mr, JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that a 
committee of conference on the part of the House 
to meet a similar committee on the part of the 
Senate be appointed on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses on the Indian appropriation bill, 

The motion was rejected. 


Mr. VINTON, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to which had been referred the })!! 
making appropriations for certain fortifications of 
the United States for the year ending June 30, 
1849, asked leave to report the same back to the 
House. Objected to. 


The following bills of the Senate, lying on the 
Speaker’s table, were taken up, read twice, and 
referred to appropriate committees: 

A bill for the relief of Gamaliel Taylor (late mar- 
shal of Indiana) and his securities. 

A bill for the relief of William W. Wynn. 

A bill for the relief of David Wilkinson. 

A bill for the relief of H. Fredieu, M. Vercher, 
C. Sanmiguel, P. U. Gagnon, V. Carbanaux, and 
F. Harbo, of Louisiana. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Taylor. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Wall, 


urs, 
ported 
8 read; 


as 


deceased. 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of Moses White. 

A bill for the relief of Columbus Alexander and 
Theodore Barnard. 

A bill for the relief of D. A. Watterston. 

A bill for the relief of Charles M. Gibson. 

A bill for the relief of James G. Carson. 

A bill concerning the Pay department of the 
army. } 

A bill for the payment of the 4th regiment in the 
2d brigade of the 3d division of the Vermont mili- 
tia for services at the battle of Plattsburg. 

A bill to allow subsistence to certain Arkansas 
and other volunteers who have been prisoners of 
war in Mexico. 

A resolution in reference to the next census. 

The Senate bill to extend an act entitled ‘An 


| act providing for the adjustment of all suspended 


All the amendments to the Indian appropriation | 


bill having been acted on, the committee rose and 
reported the bill as amended to the House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said amend- 
ments. 

Mr. VINTON moved to amend the 15th amend- 
ment of the Senate, by striking out all after the 
word ** Indians,’’ where it first occurs, and inserting 


and Means, and also moved the previous question. 

After suggestions and inquiries by various mem- 
bers, the previous question was seconded; and 
under the operation thereof, the first thirteen amend- 
ments of the Senate (which were concurred in by 
the Cominittee of the Whole) were read an’ agreed 
to by the House without a division. 

The question was stated on the 14th amendment 
of the Senate, which strikes out the third section 
of the bill. 


preémption land claims in the several States and 
Territories,” approved August 3, 1846, was read 


_ three times and passed, and returned to the Senate. 


Mr. SIMPSON asked leave to make a report 
from the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, objected to 
the reception of any report out of order. 

Mr. McLANE gave notice, under the rule, that 


on some subsequent day he would bring in a joint 
the substitute reported by the Committee of Ways | 


resolution for the erection of the Territories of Ore- 
gon, California, and New Mexico into States for 
admission into the Union, and providing for the 
organization and admission of other States formed 


'outof the Territories of said States of Oregon, 


The Committee of the Whole disagreed to this | 


amendment. 


The question being put on agreeing to the Sen- | 
ate’s said amendment, it was decided by yeas and | 


— in the negative—yeas 68, nays 109. 
so the House refused to strike out the third sec- 


‘ tlon. 


California, and New Mexico, upon certain terms 
and conditions. 
And then the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS. 


The following petitions were presented under the rule and 
referred : 

By Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania: The petition of the 
legal representatives of Major L. P. Montgomery. 

By Mr. PALFREY = The petition of James T. Woodbury, 
of Acton, Massachusetts, and 55 others, praying for the re- 
peal of the franking privilege and the reducution of letter 


postage. 


all | 


fail 
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cee IN SENATE. THE COMMITTEE ON TERRITORIES. ' against slavery—what would be gained? He saw 

atte Saturpay, July 8, 1848. | Mr. BUTLER moved to resume the unfinished | no good from making the change, as there had 

reto DIX presented a memorial from Samuel business of yesterday, being the motion made by | been no effort yet made by the committee to agree. ta 
(Mr. Mr. ne aa to prepare a general index of | him to increase the Committee on the Territories | He was opposed to any course of the Senate which Pee 
id Coe Congressional! Seundaanin, to eee members. would force the committee to a one-sided report, le 
‘ ~ al a ; Mr. DAVIS hoped some reason would be as- | as it would resemble the packing of a jury, and ae 
sy REPOR , rs — for the mouon. _ would destroy the effect of any report throughout ete 
ma Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Af- | 7 r. BUT LER said there were but three mem- the country. eee i rats Ly 
— qirs, reported a joint resolution allowing the proper } rs of the committee in the habit of attending the Mr. WESTCOTT said his great objection to fs is 
. i accounting Officers of the treasury to make a just | meetings. There was some important business || the increase asked for was the danger of the pre- ndgiae 
ot and fair settlement of theclaim of the Cherokee || NOW referred to the committee, and he hoped these | cedent, which, in high party times, might be made ii 

nation of Indians according to the principles estab- additional members would be given. the ground of some improper action. As to the ¢ 
15th jished by the treaty of August, 1846. || Mr. DAYTON thought the subject should go | practice of the Senate, he referred to a precedent a 
a The joint resolution having been read a first the Committee on ‘Territories, and not to the | or two, which would be found in the Congressional c 
94 eater | Judiciary Committee. As to the additional mem- | Globe, to show that the course now objected to 
’ Mr. BELL asked the Senate to take up the joint | bers, he thought it unnecessary. Business was | had been taken. 
om resolution for consideration at this time. Heex- | not expedited by having a numerous committee. Mr. BUTLER modified his motion so as to add 
— plained the difficulties which had arisen in the ad- | ne rather jusufied a different conclusion. || one member. / 
rred justment of the amount appropriated under the | gp were but three Territories, and he presumed Mr. UPHAM asked if there was any vacancy. 
ireaty of 1846, by which the Government had laid | "ty one bill would be prepared. | Mr. BUTLER withdrew his modification. 

ate down certain principles on which the settlement | Mr. WESTCOTT suggested, as a point of or- | ‘The question was then taken, and decided as fol- 
Was should be based. ‘There had been great difficulty || der, that a rule of the Senate could not be changed | lows: 


| by a mere vote of a majority. | 
| Mr. BUTLER said similar changes had hereto- 
| fore been made on motion. ‘I'wo members had 


in coming to an understanding with the three par- 


YEAS—Mesers. Bell, Berrien, Breese, Bright, Butler, 
le ties among the Cherokees—the old settlers, the 


Cathoun, Davis of Mississippi, Downs, Foote, Hunter, John- 
son of Louisiana, Johnsgn of Georgia, Lewis, Pearce, Se- 


treaty, and the Ross or anti-treaty party. The 





reports to the Solicitor of the Treasury, as in civil cases; 
and also as to the propriety of requiring said officers, on the 
‘ettlement of their respective accounts with the Treasury, 


— their fees, custa, and charges allowed and paid to 














- commissioner had reported a mode in which he 1 a to the Naval Committee. He repeated MN AVS Mess. Allen: Atherian, Badger, Benton, Brad- 
“a thought the settlement could be made. But the | that important business was before the committee. bury, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dix, Dodge, 
the Indians have protested against the equity and jus- The CHAIR decided avainst the point of order, || Feich, Fitzgerald, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Houston, Johnson 
the tice of that mode. The Committee on Indian Af- | and stated that the motion was in order. | of Marviand, Metcaife, Miller, Niles, Rusk, Spruance, Stur- 
' >. : : 1] os nig || geon, Underwood, Upham, Walker, and Weste st—27. 
fairs, without sustaining the views of either of the || Mr: BADGER asked on what day the order || ene 
parties, have come to a conclusion to recommend || 8S made referring this matter to the Committee || OREGON BILL. 
YS to the Senate that the matter be referred to the | 0% the Judiciary? — || On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, the Senate pro- 
bil] Comptroller of the Treasury, as it is believed that The CHAIR replied that it was made on the 6th. || ceeded to the consideration of the special order, 
of ie will be able to come to an accurate conclusion || Mr. BREESE read the rule of the Senate re- | being the bill to establish a Territorial Govern- 
30, on the subject. || garding the functions of the committees, to show || ment in Oregon. — 
the Mr. ATHERTON asked if it was intended by |, that the Committee on the Judiciary was the proper || The question being on the amendment submitted 
the committee to reject the report of the Commis- || ©". | by Mr. Davis, of Mississippi— ; 
he sioner? || _ Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, considered the ||} Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, said the dis- 
nd Mr. BELL replied that the joint resolution was || Committee on Territories, as its name seemed to cussion of this subject had heretofore been depre- 
not intended to give a negative to the report. It || imply, to be the proper committee. ‘To this com- || cated; but now it seemed to be invited by those 
ar: does not interfere with the report in any way. | mittee belongs the duty, not only of organizing a || who had hitherto been reluctant to enter on it. 
There was a difficulty as to assigning the proper || Territorial Government, but of attending to the || He was ready to enter into the discussion, and he 
proportions to the different heads. Everything || business of the Territories generally. He asked | hoped the question would be temperately debated 
was intended to be submitted to the Comptroller. It |) if it was known what opinions were entertained || on both sides. He felt himself constrained to take 
ry was not intended to involve any expenditure so far || by the members of the committee, and whether on || some notice of the question of the power of Con- 
nd ashe knew. The only object was to determine i! this ground the motion of the Senator from South || gress under the Constitution to create, abolish, 
how the balance should be distributed. Carolina had been made? He thought it might be || or regulate slavery. ‘The power of Congress over 
Mr. ATHERTON, deeming the matter of more || best for the committee to try the experiment before || the subject had been entirely denied by some Sen- 
ll, importance than appeared on the face of the reso- || additional members were given. If more strength || ators. He read the clause giving power to Con- 
lution, suggested the propriety of laying the sub- || should be required, itcan be given when the com- || gress over Ferritories. It had been argued that 
e, ject over for further consideration. | mittee shall find it necessary. If there was a dis- || this was merely a power over property, and that 
ad The joint resolution was therefore passed over | position to constitute a committee all on one side, |} tt conveyed no sovereignty. It had been said that 
informally. | it would be an unfair proceeding. Thecommitee || the language of the Constitution, in reference to 
Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Foreign | should compare opinions, and come to aresult, | the power given over the District of Columbia, 
relations, reported a bill to carry into effect certain || and if it makes a report, then the Senate will be || was‘ exclusive jurisdiction, and that this phrase 
stipulations of the treaty between the United States || able to decide. : | was not applied to any of the Territories. le ad- 
1e of America and the Republic of Mexico, of the 22d |, Mr. BUTLER said he had attended the com- || mitted that the phraseology of the Constitution 
February, 1848. | mittee when notified, except when out of the city. || favored this view, and gave some strength to the 
1¢ (The first section authorizes the Secretary of the | He was absent when the Nebraska and Minesota || argument that sovereignty was not conveyed to 
i- Treasury to pay the certificates issued to citizens || bills were reported. He believed that in the set- || Congress over Territories. But to meet this, 
of the United States under the act of September 1, |. tlement between Wisconsin and Minesota, the || he adduced the contemporaneous sentiments of 
8 1841. | ordinance of 1787 was violated. He merely stated || the framers of the Constitution, and the circam- 
of The 2d section provides that the claims adjudi- \| this to show that these bills had not been reported || stances under which the Convention came into 
cated by the Board of Commissioners appointed | with his assent. ’ ; existence. The Convention found the ordinance 
under the convention of April 11, 1839, and re- |, Mr. BRIGHT expressed his belief, that as the || of 1787 in existence, and this ordinance excluded 
n ferred to the umpire, and which were not decided |; Committee was now constituted, there was no pros- || slavery from the Territories to which it extended, 
d by him, but returned to said board on the 25th of | pect of the committee coming to an agreement on || and these comprised a'l the territory of the United 
d February, 1842, shall be considered as adjudicated; | the subjects now referred to it. || States under the treaty of 1733 which was not at 
d and the sums awarded in favor of said claimants, | Mr. DAYTON said he thought the Senate should | that time within the limits of the States. The 
.. respectively, and reported to said umpire, together || "t interfere, as it was clear, from the statements || Convention looked into this ordinance, and left 
t with the interest on the same, be paid to said claim- || made, that thecommittee had as yet taken no action || it untouched, to bind future generations. The 
auts, or their representatives. || on the subject. He deprecated the adding of new Hi thought of acquiring new territory, and of pur- 
0 Section 3 provides forthe appointment of a board | members to a committee because it was intimated || chasing sovereignties, never entered the head of 
of three commissioners to examine all claims of || that the members constituting the committee dif- || any one. The ordinance referred to the territory 
t citizens of the United States upon the Republic of 1 fered in opinion. He repeated his conviction that || then in possession of the United States, but did 
it Mexico provided for by the treaty. || the Territorial Committee was the proper commit- |} not reach any new States which might be acquired, 
- Sections 4 and 5 relate to details. tee, and that the subject would be referred to that || The Convention knew that out of the North- 
r Section 6 fixes the salaries of the commissioners || Committee, and not to the Judiciary Committee; || west Territory six States would hereafter be con- 
e at $3,000; of the secretary at $2,000; and of the || and that the motion for two additional members || structed. It was calculated that a certain number 
d clerk at $1,500. would not be agreed to. He had no doubt that || of slave States and a certain number of free States 
$ Section 7 provides that claims shall be paid in the chairman and a working member or two would || would be admitted. But the idea of any new ter- 
3 certificates of stock of the United States, and re- || 40 the business satisfactorily. : || ritory to be acquired from foreign countries, never 
deemable at the pleasure of the Government, or in |! . Mr. BUTLER said, that if hia motion was ob- | entered into the calculation. No one then ever 
money, at the option of the United States. | jected to, he would modify it so as to ask for the || dreamed of trading in sovereignties. The states- 
_ Section 8 provides that the board shall terminate || addition of one member in the room of the chair- || men of that day were of the opinion that there 
its business in two years from its organization. } man, now absent. ; || was no power to acquire or govern. But when 
On motion of Mr. FOOTE Mr. FOO TE was against the reference of the | territory was acquired, it brought with it the 
‘ Resoloed: Paas the Commune ee Secaytntnnin: | subject to the Judiciary Committee, but he thought, || power to govern. The right of sovereignty im- 
ed to inquire into the expediepey of requiring marshals, |, after the explanations of two members of the com- || plies the right to regulate property. Such a 
clerks, and district attorneys, in all criminal eases, to make || mittee, that it would be proper togive the additional || thing as sovereignty without the right to reg- 


_ members asked for. |; ulate property, was never heard of. When 
Mr. HALE said it was apparent that the ques- / we came to acquire territory out of our original 
tion of slavery was the point in question. If we || boundary, we left soundings, launched out to sea, 


|| add two members—one in favor of and the other || and went beyond the reach of the Constitution 
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Gentlemen may turn over the leaves of the Con- 
slitution, but they can find no warrant for the 
government of territory which was never contem- 
plated in the Constituuon. And then Senators 
turn round and say, Congress has no power over 
the matter, because they can find nothing written 
on the subject in the Consutution. If we assume 
the right to acquire territory beyond the reac h of 
the Constitution, and for which the Constitution 
makes no provision, we shall do wisely to en- 
deavor to regulate it on principles as nearly in ac- 
cordance with the spirit of the Constituuion as 
possible. ; f 

On the question of property in slaves, which 
he conceded for the sake of argument, it is not 
distinguishable from other property. It existed 
in Louisiana and in Florida when the United States 
took possession of the sovereignty; and the Uni- 
ted States has so used that sovereignty, that sla- 
very has been maintained and upheld there by the 

»ower of law, or else it has existed without law. 
t has existed by the will and law of the United 
States, and not by any other power. The United 
States has also prohibited the traffic in slaves with 
foreign countries. Who, then, can rise up and 
say that Congress has no power to prohibit slavery 
in Territories? He admitted that Congress could 
not interfere with slavery in the States. But if 
Congress could create or maintain slavery in the 
‘Territories, so it could prohibit slavery. He would 
not, however, that Congress should attempt to 
abolish slavery anywhere without adequate com- 
pensation, 

On the subject of a slaveholder carrying his 
slaves with him into any free territory, he made 
some remarks, in reply to the assertion that he 
carried with him the laws of the State from which 
he came, on the principle of coequality. ‘This had 
been answered by the suggestion, that if the citi- 
zens of thirty States took their slaves into a free 
territory, they would, inthat case, carry with 
them all these conflicting laws, and every individual 
would have to act as his own lawyer. 

He regarded the arguments advanced on the 
other side as tending to draw us away from the 
basis on which the Constitution was originally 
placed. He could not see anything to offend the 
delicacy of any Senator in tendering the same 
proposition to them, which was given by the ordi- 
nance of 1787 to the Northwest Territory. At the 
adoption of the Constitution there were six slave 
and eight free States. He then went into calcula- 
tions to show how the representation of the free 
and slave States would have stood, if we had never 
extended our territory beyond the limits embraced 
in the treaty of 1783. He also gave some statistics 
to prove how the representation will stand when 
the new Territories shall be all admitted. The 
South had boasted that it asked nothing and ex- 
pected nothing; and that it only required to be 
permitted to stand sull. To stand still! After ob- 
taining a vast expenditure of blood and treasure 
for the acquisition of territory, the South says we 
only ask to be let alone, and suffer the Constitu- 
tion to work out its purposes; when they know 
that there is not a word in the Constitution appli- 
cable to the state of things. The Constituuion 
never anticipated such a distribuuon of political 
power as now exists. ‘The South has obtained a 
great preponderating power, yet itassumes a grave 
face, and complains of wrongs. 

Mr. CALHOUN made some explanations to 
show that the Senator from Massachusetts was in 
error in his statistics as to the proportion between 
slave and free States. 

Mr. DAVIS went on to say we had seen treas- 
ure taken out for the purpose of enhancing the 
power of the slave States; and to illustrate the 
spirit which had so often induced the South to 
endeavor to spread its institutions, and to curtail 
the limits and influence of the free States. The 
present discussion, he thought, might be produc- 
tive of good effects, because it would lead to a 
comparison of views. The Senators from the 
South had warned us of fearful consequences, 
They heard the matterings of the distant thunder, 
and foretold the approach of the storm. Let it 
come. He would be as much concerned as any 
one should the Union be endangered. But af we 
cannot speak the truth to each other, the Union is 
but a rope of sand. 

He referred to the annexation of Texas, and the 
resolution annexing it, which provided that there 
may be five States taken out of that State, three of 


| Albert G. Brown, Burt, Chase, Franklin Clark, Howell Cobb, || 
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“ | 
which would be slave States. What have been 


the consequences of the admission of Texas? It 
may be called bad taste to complain; but from that 
act grew out the war with Mexico. From the 
presence of the representatives from Texas on this 
floor, resulted the repeal of our previous beneficial 
revenue system, and the substitution of the present 
system in 1846. The evils to which he referred had 
not been produced by the Whigs here, but by the 
union of the Democracy of the South and the | 
North. And even now we have been told by the 
Senator from South Carolina that this is the favor- | 
able moment to make a new push for power; that 
just on the eve of the Presidential electiun it is the 
proper moment to give the screw another turn, and 
to use — machinery to overthrow the public 
interests. He intimated that tae people had be- 
come awake to the true condition of things, and 
that it was too late to expect further concessions to 
the South than it had already obtained. He warned | 
it not to make further experiments on the free | 
States, which would now take their stand and resist 


any further innovations upon the compromises of || 


the Constitution. 

As to the introduction of slavery into the new 
territory, he assured the Senate that the people 
would not allow it. 
the public acquiescence in such an attempt would 
find themselves greatly mistaken. He had often | 
declared it as his opinion that free soil should not 
be encumbered with slavery. He was not disposed | 


to dwell more on this topic; but he trusted the || 


Senate would ponder well on this subject. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, expressed a de- || 


sire to address the Senate; but the hour being some- 


what late, he moved that the further censideration || 


of the bill be postponed until Monday next; which 


motion was agreed to. |] 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, the || 


Senate proceeded to the consideration of Executive | 
business; and, after some time spent therein, the | 
doors were reopened, and 
‘ry’ ‘ ° 
The Senate adjourned. | 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Monpay, July 10, 1848. {| 


The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. | 


Mr. PETTIT asked leave to offer a resolution | 


making Senate bill for the repair of the dam in the 
Ohio river at Cumberland Island the special order 


of the day next succeeding the general appropria- | 
erritorial | 


tion bills and the bill to establish the 
Government of Oregon. 

Objection being made— 

Mr. P. moved a suspension of the rules. 
agreed to, two-thirds not voting in favor thereof. 

Mr. GOGGIN, by leave, presented a memorial 
of citizens of Richmond for relief from the present 
oppressive mail arrangements between the city of 
Richmond and the North. Laid on the table. 


Mr. G. also moved a suspension of the rules for | 


the purpose of taking up the bill of the Senate in 
relauon to the renewal of the contract for carrying 
the southern mail, but withdrew it at the request 


| of — 


Mr. McLANE, who presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Baltimore similar to the one just presented 
by Mr. Goce. 

Mr. McL. renewed the motion to suspend the 
rules for the purpose of taking up the southern 
mail contract resolution. 

The question was put, and the motion was dis- 
agreed to, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved a suspension of 


| the rules for the purpose of taking up the Presi- 


dent’s message in relation to the treaty with Mex- | 


ico, and referring it to the appropriate committees, 
as suggested by Mr. Burt on Thursday. 


The yeas and nays were taken on the motion to | 


| suspend, and resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Beale, Bedinger, Bingham, 
Bocock, Bowlin, Boyd, Brady, Brodhead, Wm. G. Brown, 


Wil) amson R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Cummins, Daniel, Darling, 
Dickey, Dickinson, Edsall, Faran, Featherston, Fieklin, 
Freneh, Fries, Goggin, Green, Willard P. Hall, Hammons, 
Haralson, Harris, Henley, Hill, George 8. Houston, Inge, 
Charies J. Ingersoll, lrvin, Iverson, Jenkins, Andrew John- 
son, James H. Johuson, Robert w. Johuson, G. W. Jones, 
Kaufman, Kennon, Lahm, La Sére, Sidney Lawrence, 
Lincoln, Lord, Lumpkin, Lynde, Maclay, McClelland, 
McClernand, McDowell, McLane, Job Mann, Meade, Miller, 
Morris, Nicoll, Peaslee, Petrie, Peyton, Pilisbury, Kichard- 
son, Rockhill, Julius Rockwell, Sawyer, Simpson, Sius, 
Smart, Stanton, Starkweather, Charles E. Stuart, Thomas, 


{| John W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Jou 


|| ton, Preston, Putnam, Reynolds, John A. Rockwey 


Senators who calculated on || 


Dis- | 





| July 10, 


Van Dyke, Venable, Wallace, Wick, Wiley WwW, 
Wilmot, and Woodward—tl. 7 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Blanchard 
Buckner, Cabell, Canby, Chapman, Clingman. ’ 
| Conger, Cranston, Crisfield, Crowell, Crozier, Dixes I 
| nell, Duer, Daniel Dunean, Embree, Alexander | , ‘ 
Nathan Evans, Fisher, Fiournoy, Freediey, Gentry a 
dings, Gott, Gregory, Grinnell, Nathan K. Haj) a 
Himpton, Henry, Hilhard, sane E. Holmes, Blias 8, }, ao s 
gersoll, John W. Jones, Kelloge, Daniel Pp. King. A In 
Marvin, Mullin, Nelson, Newall, Outlaw, Palfrey. poy” 


ams. 


Bo, dk n 


Collamer 


> Pendie 


: 1, Ross 
Root, Rumsey, Shepperd, Sherrill, Silvester, Slingeria my 


Truman Smith, Stroh, Tallmadge, ‘Toombs, Vintoy Ww 
ren, and Wentworth —70. sti 


Two-thirds not voting in the affirmative 
rules were not suspended. ; 

Mr. STEPHENS moved a suspension of the 
rules for the purpose of enabling him to offer the 
following resolutions, which were read for infor. 
mation : 


Resolved, That the President be requested to communi 
cate to this House the best and most reliable Information j 
his possession relating to the proper limits and boundaries 
of New Mexico and California, with the population oj ¢ = 
| respectively, and particularly copies of the maps referred 
| toin the late treaty between Mexico and the United state, 

Resolved, further, ‘Mhat the Presideut be also requested (o 
inform this House whether there are not now ciyi) goverr 
ments organized in New Mexivo and California; and, if 
what are their form and character; by whom and when wi re 

| they instituted, and by what authority; by whom and iy what 
way are they maintained and supported; and particulariy 
that he inform this House whether the Governor aud other 
officers appointed in New Mexico by General Kearny, in 
1346, and the Governor and other officers appointed by Con). 
modore Stockton in California during the same year, sti\| 
hold the appointments thus conferred on them ; and wheth: r 
| the salaries affixed to their offices have been paid out of the 
treasury of the United States; and, if so, by what authority 
of law. 

Resolved, That the President be requested to inform the 
| House whether there have been any trial or trials and con- 
victions of any person or persons of treason against the Uni. 
ted States in that part of Mexico lying east of the Rio 
Grande, since the same has been in the occupancy of our 
army; and if so, before what tribunals such trials were had, 
whether civil or military; and by what authority of law such 
tribunal or tribunals were established; and that he furnish 


the 


|| the tlouse with a copy of the proceedings in such case or 


cases. 


On the motion to suspend the rules, the yeas and 
nays were taken, and resulted—yeas 169, nays 7. 
wo-thirds having voted in the affirmative, the 
rules were sus vended, and the resolutions received. 
Mr. STEPHENS did not intend to consume 
much of the time of the House in presenting the 
reasons which influenced him in offering these 
resolutions. The President of the United States 
communicated to this House a few days ago the 
fact that he had lately made a treaty, by which 
we acquired California and New Mexico, and he 
called on Congress to make the necessary legisla- 
tion for those new territories; and it seemed to 
him (Mr.S.) manifestly proper that this House 
should be informed what was the extent of the 
boundaries and limits of this country over which 
we are to legislate, and the character of the people 
over whom we are to legislate. So far as New 
Mexico is concerned, for one, he wished to know 
authoritatively from the President what the limits 
of that country are. He wished to know whiether 
_ New Mexico extends to this side of the Rio Grande 
| or not; and, if so, to what extent. He wished to 
know if the President calls on Congress to legis- 
late for portions of territory which he had previ- 
ously informed the country belonged to Texas, 
and he was sure the honorable Representatives 
from Texas wished to obtain the same information. 
He wished the President to inform this House and 
the country if, in the face of his message of 1846, 
which he (Mr. S.) had before him, Santa Fé is in 
New Mexico, or within the limits of Texas which 
has been attached to this Union. He had the 
| President’s message of 1846 in his hand, and he 
would read a short extract from it. It was as fol- 
|, lows: 
«“ The Congress of Texas on the 19th of December, 183, 
passed ¢ An act to define the boundaries of the Republic of 
| Texas, in whieh they declared the Riv Grande from 1G 
i| mouth to its source to be the boundary, and by the said act 
| they extended their ¢ civil and political jurisdiction’ over the 
country up to that boundary. During a period of more than 
nine years which intervened between the adoption of her 
| constitution and her annexation as one of the 8 ates of our 
Union, Texas asserted and exercised many acts of sover- 
|| eignty and jurisdiction over the country and inhabitants 
west of the Nueces. She organized and defined the linis 
| of counties extending to the Rio Grande. She established 
_ courts of justice and extended her judicial system over the 
territory. She established a custom-house and collected 
duties, and also post offices and post roadsin it. She —_ 
| lished a jand office and issued numerous grants for lan 
within its limits. A senator and a representative galing 
in it were elected to the Congress of the Republic, a0 


| James Thompson, William Thompson, Thurston, ‘Tompkins, || served as such when the act of annexation took place. 
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th the Congress and Convention of Texas which gave 
be rassent to the terms of annexation to the United States 
= d by our Congress, were representatives residing 

st of the Nueces who took part in the act of annexation 
_ if, ‘This was the Texas which, by act of our Cougress 
the goth of December, 1845, was admitted as one of the 
States of this Union.” 


What Texas? 


th 
propose 


of the United States, as nine-tenths of the people 
joubtless understood him. 


Now, about the same time this message was sent | 
to Congress, there was on file in the Department 


of State a document to which he wished to call the 
attention of the House. It was a document which 
emanated from Brigadier General Kearny, which 
was in these words: 

Appointment by General Kearny of civil officers. 


Being duly authorized by the President of the United || 
states of America, I hereby make the following appoint- || 
ments for the government of New Mexico, a Territory of the | 
Uyited States. The officers thus appointed will be obeyed || 


and respected accordingly : 

Charles Bent, to be Governor. 

Donaisano Vigil, to be Secretary of the Territory. 

Richard Dallam, to be Marshal. 

Francis P. Blair, to be United States District Attorney. 

Charles Blumner, to be Treasurer. 

Eugene Seitzendorfer, to be Auditor of Public Accounts. 

Joab Houghton, Antonio Jose Otero, Charles Beaubian, to 
be Judges of the Superior Court. 

Given at Santa Fé, the capital of the Territory of New 
Mexico, this 22d day of September, 1846, and in the seventy- 
first year of the independence of the United States. 

8. W. KEARNY, 
Brigadier General United Stutes Army. 


He also read the following extracts from docu- 


ment No. 24, entitled ‘* Organic Law of the Terri- | 


tory of New Mexico:”” 


«“ Arr. 1.—Sec. 1. The country heretofore known as New | 


Mexico shall be Known hereafter and designated as the Ter- 
ritory of New Mexico, in the United States of America, and 
the temporary government of the said ‘Territory shall be or- 
gauized and administered tn the manner herein prescribed.” 

“ArT.2. Executive power.—Sec. 1. The Executive pow- 
er stiall be vested in a Governor, who shall reside in the 
said Territory, and shall hold his office for two years, unless 
sooner removed by the President of the United States. 

“ He shall be the commander-in-chief of the militia of the 
said Territory, except when called into the service of the 


United States, and ez officio Superintendent of Indian Af- || 


fairs. 


‘“ He shall have power to fill all civil and military offices | 


which shall be established, the appointments to which shall 
not be otherwise provided for by law.’? 

“Art. 3. Legislative power.—Sec. 1. The legislative power 
shall be vested in a General Assembly, which shall consist 
of a Legislative Council and a House of Representatives. 

“Sec. 2. The House of Representatives shall cousist of 
members to be chosen every two years by the qualified elect- 
ors of the several counties; and the Legislative Council 
shall consist of members to be chosen every four years by 
the qualified electors of their respective districts.” 

“Sec.7. Until the legislative power shall otherwise direct, 
the Territory of New Mexico shall retain the division of 
counties and districts established by the decree of the depart- 
ment of New Mexico of June 17, 1844, and they shall be 
represented as follows: Inthe House of Representatives, the 
county of Santa Fé shall have three members; the county 
of San Miguel del Bado, three; the county of Rio Arriva, 
three; the county of Valencia, five; the county of Taos, 
three; the county of Santa Anna, two; and the county of 
Bernallillo, two. In the Legislative Council, the central 
district shall have three members ; the northern district, two 
members; and the southeastern district, two members. 
—— apportionment shall continue until otherwise directed 
by law.?? 

“See. 10. The General Assembly shall convene at the 
city of Santa Fé on the first Monday in December, A. D. 
1847, and on the first Monday in December every two years 
thereafter, until otherwise provided by law; and each house 
shail elect one of its own members as speaker, and shall 
choose clerks and such other officers as may be necessary ; 
and shall sit from day to day, on its own adjournments, until 
all its business shall be finished.’? 

“Arr. 4. Judicial power.—Sec. 1. The judicial power shall 
be vested in a superior court, and inferior tribunals to be 
established by law. 

‘See, 2. The superior court shall consist of three judges, 
to be appointed by the President of the United States. One 
of them shall be the presiding judge, and the others associate 
judges. The judges shail be conservators of the peace 
Uroughout the Territory, and shall hold courts at such times 
places, and perform such duties as shall be prescribed 

y law. 

* Art. 5. Miscellaneous.—Sec. 1. Members of the General 
Assembly; the Governor, whose salary shall be $2,000 a 
year; the Secretary of the Treasury, whose salary shall be 
$1,200 a year; the Judges of the Superior Court, whose 
salaries shall be $1,500 a year each; the Marshal of the 
Territory, whose salary shall be @500 a year; the United 
States District Attorney, whose salary shall be $500 a year, 
shall be paid out of the Treasury of the United States. The 
Auditor and Treasurer shall each receive a salary of $500 a 
year, one-half of which shall be paid out of the Treasury of 
the United States, and the remainder out of the Territorial 


Treasury.” 

General Kearny says he was authorized by the 
President of the United States to make such ap- 
pointments ; and they were made from his head- 


He wanted the President to | 
show what Texas he meant. The Texas which | 
extends from the mouth of the Rio Grande to its | 
source? ‘That was the assertion of the President | 
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quarters at Santa Fé, which is on this side of the 

Rio Grande, in that very Territory which the 

President informed the nation and the world be- 
| longs to Texas which has been annexed to this 
Union. Now, he would again ask the honorable 
Representatives from the State of Texas whether, 
if this be true, they will tolerate this interference 
of this Government in that State. 

Mr. PILLSBURY said they did not tolerate it. 
He made other observations which were not heard 
at the reporter’s desk. 
|| Mr. STEPHENS said he had expected that 
Texas would have given utterance to her dissent 
before to-day; and that they would have informed 
the President that they would not assent to these 
proceedings. 

Mr. PILLSBURY was understood to say that 
| his State did dissent. 

Mr. STEPHENS then inquired why the gen- 
tleman from Texas did not vote for this inquiry? 

Mr. PILLSBURY said it was presumable that 
Texas knew her own boundary better than the 
|| President of the United States. They had cer- 

tainly had a little more to do with it, and if the | 
| President was mistaken, Texas should not suffer | 
on that account. 

Mr. STEPHENS said that was true, and he 
supposed the gentleman, as a representative of 
| Texas, would have asserted her rights, whatever 
they may be; but, although these things had oc- | 
curred two years ago, and a government has exist- 
ed there during that period, yet the gentleman has 
been silent to the present moment, and was even 

| now unwilling to make inquiry into them. 

Mr. PILLSBURY. It is not their business. 

Mr. STEPHENS would leave that to the Rep- 
resentatives from Texas to decide. He, however, | 
wished, before he undertook to legislate, to know 
what the extent of the new territory was. He 
wished to know which of these governments which 
have been established have jurisdiction on this side | 
of the Rio Grande. How can Congress, without 
knowing what were the limits, organize a Terri- || 
torial Government there? He believed it was the || 
modern doctrine held by the party opposite, that | 
Congress cannot legislate at all in the Territories; | 
and yet the President calls on them to legislate for || 
these Territories, and has given us no satisfactory || 
|| information as to what we are to legislate for— | 
where the jurisdiction of New Mexico ends, and | 
| Texas begins. He had noticed amongst the doc- | 
uments accompanying the late message of the Presi- | 
dent, a copy of the instructions to Mr. Slidell, in |) 
|| 1845, which this House, on a former occasion, had | 
called for in vain, and which now were slipped in | 

| 
| 


| 


| with other papers, without one word in relation to 
| them. Mr. S. well knew, or believed, that these 
instructions would never see the light so long as 


he always thought they would, that the statements | 


| 


in the message of 1846, which he had quoted, were | 


in those instructions, Mr. Buchanan, after arguing | 
the claim of Texas to the Rio Grande near its 
mouth, or below the Paso del Norte, uses this lan- 
guage: 

‘“¢ The case is different in regard to New Mexico. Santa | 
Fé, its capital, was settled by the Spaniards more than two 
centuries ago, and the province has been ever since in their 
possession and that of the Republic of Mexico. The Tex- 
ans never have conquered or taken possession of it, nor 
| have its people ever been represented in any of their legis- 
lative assemblies or conventions.” 


And yet Mr. Polk, in 1846, had informed the 
country that the Texas we had annexed extended | 
to the Rio Grande, from its mouth to its source. 
No wonder he kept these instructions from the 
publie, and no wonder he refused the call of this | 


ouse for them. rh 
Mr. McLANE here entered into a colloquy with 





the war lasted, for they showed conclusively, as |) 


made to deceive the people of this country as to || 
the true boundary of Texas, and were not consist- || 
| ent with the facts of the case. Now,(Mr.S.said,) || 


ou 


the Executive; nay, the President had positively 
refused to give them. 

Mr. McLAN E again interposed, but the reporter 
could not hear the purport of his remarks, 

Mr. STEPHENS continued. ‘Phe documents 
furnished do not contain the he scare etm I want. 
There is no map exhibiting theAoundaries of New 
Mexico. The President has once asserted that 
the whole territory on this side the Rio del Norte, 
from its mouth to its source, constitutes a part of 
the State of Texas; and, in the instructions to Mr. 
Slidell, his Secretary of State asserts that all New 
Mexico had for two centuries belonged to Mexico. 
Who, after such contradictions as these, can be- 
lieve him? Yes; who can believe the President of 
the United States? 

Mr. McLANE here interposed, and insisted 
that the two documents were strictly consistent. 
They were both laid before the House by the Ex- 
ecutive of the country; and he called on the gen- 
tleman from Georgia to put confidence in the 
official statements of his own Government. He 
told that gentleman, as the President told the 
House, that the Rio Grande was the western 
boundary of Texas, from its mouth to its source; 
and yet that a portion of that line was disputed by 
Mexico. He told the gentleman, further, that the 
information he sought for lay at this moment on 
the Speaker’s table, and would have been now in 
possession of the House had it not been for the 
opposition of the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. 
Vinton. } 

Mr. STEPHENS resumed. The gentleman 
said the instructions to Mr. Slidell and the mes- 
' sage to the House which he had cited were per- 
fectly consistent with each other. If the gentle- 
man could believe that, he could believe anything. 
Mr.S. turned him over. The one document said 
that Texas had extended its jurisdiction up to the 
Rio Grande from its source to its mouth, while 
the other affirmed that they never had established 
or exercised any jurisdiction above El Paso. 
Were these two statements consistent? Would 
the gentleman say they were? He did not wish 
to get the gentleman from Maryland into any 
difficulty, and he would read him the two state- 
ments over again. 

Mr. S. here read them again, and particularly 
called the attention of the gentleman to the lan- 
guage of Mr. Buchanan to Mr. Slidell. Here Mr. 





| Buchanan admitted that Texas never had estab- 


lished her jurisdiction farther up the river than 
the Paso del Norte, and that was the very point in 
the whole case. The gentleman from Maryland 
said that the information sought for was on the 
Speaker’s table. Mr. S. took issue with him on 
that assertion. The information was not there. 
| Mr. S. was familiar with the documents; he had 
examined them, and he knew what they contained, 
and he informed the gentleman that what he sought 
| for was not there. 
Mr. McLANE reiterated his assertion that it 
| was all there; and again maintained that the in- 
structions to Mr. Slidell and the President’s mes- 
| Sage stated precisely the same thing. 
| Mr. STEPHENS said he could not bear any 
more of these interruptions; he had submitted to 
| them three times and the gentleman did but repeat 
| the same thing. He would ask the gentleman 
| where the boundary of New Mexico begun? 
Mr. McLANE said that the instructions took 
| the Rio Grande from its mouth to its source as 
| the true boundary, but admitted that Mexico dis- 
| puted this as to the river above El Paso. 
| Mr. STEPHENS said that those instructions 
| said nothing about disputed boundary, but de- 
| clared that Texas had never extended her jurisdic- 


|| tion over Santa Fé. Now, what Mr. S. wanted was 


the line—the boundary line between Texas and 
| New Mexico; it was notthere. If the gentleman 
asserted that it was, Mr. S. would again tell him 





the gentleman from Georgia, but, from the position 





heard. 


| it was not. There was no information on that 


in which Mr. McL. stood, he was not distinctly | subject as to where the proper line was. 


| Mr. McLANE replied, and was understood by 


Mr, STEPHENS proceeded, and said that the || the reporter to say that Congress had not called 
Slidell instructions (to which Mr. McLane’s ob- | for any map. e boundary was specified in 
servations were supposed to have referred) had || words, The instructions recognized the river as 
never been published by the President. They had | the boundary quite up to its source,.but admitted 
been published by some minion or some enemy of || that Mexico had never admitted this. 
the President, but not by the President himself. Mr. STEPHENS said he hoped the gentleman 
Nor had they ever been published by the Senate || would not interrupt him by a repetition of that 
that Mr. S. was aware of. He knew that this || statement. The instructions to Mr. Slidell said 
House had called upon the President for those || nothing about an admission of Mexico. Nor did 
documents, but they had not been received from || the measage, in words, say where the boundary 
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was. Congress should have some limits to legis- 
late for. He wanted the best information now in 
the State Department as to the boundary; and he 
wanted the President to reconcile these contra- 
dictions if he could. 

One of the resolutions offered inquired whether 
individuals had not been tried for treason on this 
side of the Rio Grande? Now, if, as he affirmed, 
the Rio Grande was the boundary, and all on this 
side of it, from its mouth to tts source, Was a part 
of the State of Texas, then how dare the President— 
Mr. S. put the question to the freemen of this free 
land—how dare the President—he asked it in the 
presence of men inheriting the spirit if not the blood 
of Hampden and of Sidney—he asked it in the 
face of high Heaven, how dare he thus trample 
not only upon the rights of the people by these 
informal and illegal proceedings, but upon the rights 
of one of the sovereign States of this Union? He 
wanted Mr. Polk’s authority for such an act as 
this. 

Mr. McLANE asked where else should a man 
he tried for treason but within the limits of the 
United States ? 

Mr. STEPHENS. Try aman for treason by 
court martial ? 

Mr. McLANE’S reply was not heard. 

Mr. STEPHENS said he did not know what 
rort“of times we had fallen upon, if a gentleman of 
the intelligence and standing of the gentleman from 
Baltimore would say in his place im that House 
that a man could be tried for treason by a court 
martial. The crime of treason was well defined, 
as was the manner in which a man must be tried 
for it. Would the gentleman say that an alien 
enemy could be tried for treason atal!? ‘Treason 
must be tried before the civil courts of the country. 
Alien enemies were prisoners of war, and should 
be treated accordingly. 

Mr. 8. said that while the late war was in pro- 
gress, any man that inquired into its constitutional- 
uy, or spoke a word against any act done in its 
prosecution, rightfully ornot, was accused of giving 
‘aid and comfort” to the enemy. But a day of 
retribution was come. It is time for an inquiry 
into these things; and he hoped the gentleman from 
Maryland and the whole House would go with him 
in the inquiry. 

Mr. SCHENCK (Mr. Srepuens yielding a 
moment) promised to confine himself to the reso- 
lutions before the House, and not to wander from 
the question in debate. 

This was no new subject. 
message of the President to the last Congress been 
read than Mr. Garrett Davis had risen in his place 


and offered a resolution to refer the statement that | 
General Kearny had established a civil government 


in Santa Fé to a select committee; and he called 
upen the members from Texas to say whether 
Sinta Fé was in Texas or not. 
f.om ‘Texas nearest to him [Mr. Pittssury] now 


talked about there being a conflict as to jurisdiction | 


between the Government of ‘Texas and the Gov- 
ernment of the United States; but what had this 
same gentleman said on that occasion? [Mr. 8S. 
here read from a report in his hand.|] The gentle- 
man had admitted that there was some litde incon- 
sistency in the matter, but said that he did not care 
much what sort of a government was established 
there. 

Mr. PILLSBURY said that on the occasion re- 
ferred to he had answered the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. Garrett Davis] almost jecosely. 
The members from Texas were here without in- 
structions, and they thought the House was doing 
what it had no right to do. 


Mr. STEPHENS (resuming) said he respected | 


the opinions of the Representatives from Texas, 
and wanted to know their opinion whether Santa 
Fé belonged to Texas, or did not belong to it? He 
wanted to get this information, and had therefore 
moved a suspension of the rules, and the gentle- 
man had voted against his getting it. The gentle- 
man said that Texas extended up to the Rio Grande 
from its mouth to its source. Now, Mr. S. had 
before him a letter from Mr. Walker, Secretary of 
the Treasury, as late as June, 1846, allowing draw- 
backs to be paid on goods going to Santa Fé. How 
could drawbacks be allowed at the custom-house 
on exportations to Santa Fé, if Santa Fé was within 
the limits of the State of Texas? Would the gen- 
tleman from Texas be good enough to answer that 
question? 


Mr. PILLSBURY was understood to reply that | 


No sooner had the | 


The gentleman | 


| were in their nature permanent. 


goods intended for any other part of the United 
States. [Much laughter. ] 

Mr. STEPHENS. Indeed! Well, that is cer- 
tainly a new idea—the last leap in our progressive 
Democracy. Democracy is said to be progressive. 
A late writer in a work entitled the “‘ Vestiges of 
Creation,” holds the opinion that the progress of 
nature is by leaps in development. And he sup- 


posed this doctrine of the gentleman about draw- | 


back was the last leap of progressive Democracy. 
[ Laughter. } 


After some other remarks on this point not 


heard, Mr. S. proceeded to quote the constitution 
established by General Kearny for New Mexico, 


and particularly that item which declared that the | 


** General Assembly should convene at Santa Fé.”’ 


He would ask the gentleman from Maryland, if the |, 


President did not assent to the course of General | 
Kearny in the premises, how General Kearny | 
would have dared to direct the General Assem- | 


bly to sit at Santa Fé? 


Mr. McLANE wanted to know whether the | 


gentleman from Georgia considered these direc- 


uions of General Kearny as authorized by the Pres- | 


ident, and virtually his act? 


Mr. STEPHENS replied that he did, and he | 


would show that they were so. General Kearny 


himself expressly declared, that having been di- | 


rected by the President of the United States, he 
issued these orders under his authority. And he 
would show the gentleman, further, that the Pres- 


ident, in his message upon this subject, had only | 


disavowed that part which looked to permanent | 


government. If General Kearny had attempted 


such an act without any authority from the Presi- 


dent, under whose orders he acted, why had he 
not been court-martialed? Why had he not been 
tried as a usurper? 
said it was done by authority of the President. If 


censured ? 


But General Kearny himself | 


Mr. McLANE here was understood to say that | 


the President had disavowed these acts of Gen- || ment, to take the public treasure to pay governors 


‘| and judges and a host of civil officers, and all this 
|| under the law of nations. 


eral Kearny. 


Mr. STEPHENS asked, when and where? 


Mr. McLANE did not mean to say that the 


President had expressly disowned them; but he 
affirmed that he never authorized them. 


Mr. STEPHENS said, that that was on the |, 
assumption that we had all the instructions which || 


had been given to General Kearny. 


to assume that we had not. 


Mr. STEPHENS said he had a right to assume | 


that and much more. He had the testimony of as 
pure a man as the country contained, and the coun- 
try would agree with him in believing what General 
Kearny asserted. What! was General Kearny a 


|*proved by me.”’ 


_S. repudiated the idea. 


___ Suly 10, 
‘the permanent regulations) have not been 
Which regulations? 
that were permanent; but not a word 
against such as were temporary merely. 
therefure insisted that he had the authority of M; 
Polk himself for saying that he approved what 
General Kearny had done, so far as temporary 
governments were concerned. But the Presiden, 
now said, that the war having ceased, these tem- 
porary regulations, which had been enacted under 


ap- 
Those 
is Said 
Mr. §. 


_ the authority of the law of nations, ceased, Tig 
_ too plainly inferred, that while the war continued 
| he approved of them—he approved of all the reoy. 


lations established by General Kearny, except 
those of a permanent character, while the War 
lasted. 

Now, Mr. S. would ask the representatives of 
American freemen, and all others in this broad 
land who were in heart attached to the Constity. 
tion, whether a President of the United States was 
empowered under our Constitution to claim the 
exercise of the rights of kings derived from the law 
of nations? ‘There was in the country a political 
party who made great boasts of their strict cop. 
struction of the Constitution. They pretended to 


hold that this Government had no power of any 


sort but what was expressly granted in that instry- 


/ment; yet now this party seems to hold that the 


President had all the unbounded power of mon- 
archs and of autocrats under the law of nations— 
that he is above and beyond the Constitution. Mr, 
He claimed to bea Re- 
publican. He went for the Constitution as it 
stood, and as it was expounded and administered 
by the fathers of the Republic; and he averred that 
this new Democratic doctrine claimed for the Pres- 
ident something litde short of royal prerogative, 
He charged this act of creating a government for 
New Mexico as a daring outrage and usurpation, 


'| Who gave him any such power? He granted that 
he had stated what was false, why had he not been | 


in war we possessed the military rights which 
flowed from conquest; but under pretence of this, 


_our Executive had undertaken to set up a govern- 


| Had Mr.S.a voice that would echo from the 
| mountain tops to the remotest plains and valleys 


of the country, he would rouse the people from 
their slumbers to a sense of these outrages upon 
the great fundamental principles upon which their 


| Government was founded, and upon which their 
Mr. McLANE said, the gentleman had no right | 


liberties rested. The same party that justified the 
President in such pretensions had undertaken to 
defeat the election of a man whom the people had 


| set up because he maintained that to judge of the 


| propriety of all domestic questions was the prov- 


man whose word was to be impeached before that | 


of James K. Polk—a man whom none could be- 
heve? 
from the President. Would he have publicly stated 
this, if it had not been so? 
done such a thing. He had a soldier’s heart, as 
well as a soldier’s arm; and Mr. 8S. could not be 


He said that he was acting under directions | 


He would never have | 


made to believe that he would tell a lie upon the | 


President, The gentleman placed his reliance on 
the President’s retraxit. Why, if a man were 
ambitious of acquiring a reputation for duplicity 


ample in all history than to follow in the footsteps 
of our President. 


the mendacious! 

But Mr. S. went on to show that Mr. Polk had 
not disavowed the authority of General Kearny, 
except so far as the government he established was 
intended to be permanent. 


|ince of the people, through their representatives, 


and not that of the President. 
‘There were some other points in this communi- 


| cation which Mr. 8. desired to touch upon. The 


President told the House, and meant the nation to 
believe, that the expenses of this war amounted to 
some forty-nine or fifty millions. He said that 


| the entire national debt was but sixty-five millions. 
| Yes, but there was a debt before the war began of 


seventeen millions. Mr.S. only gave round sums. 
This made the war debt about $49,000,000 only. 
But there had been, besides, some ten or twelve 


‘| millions in the treasury. Add these to the amount 
and equivocation, he could not select a better ex- | 


|| Now, add to this the $20,000,000 we are to pay 


Pi He did not know any better or || 
more fitting appellation in after times, than Polk || 


stated by the President, and they made $60,000,000. 


Mexico and our citizens, and it makes $80,000,000. 
The amount of outstanding balances cannot be less 


'| than $30,000,000. This added makes $110,000,000. 
_ And then add the charge upon the land fund for 
| bounty lands, &c., at least $10,000,000 more, and 


When Mr. Polk was || 


called on for his authority for creating these gov- | 


ernments, he says: ‘* Among the documents is a 


‘form of government for the conquered territory | 


‘of the United States.”’ 


Mr. 8.) Why, conquered Santa Fé. 


Conquered what? (said || 
Santa Fé, | 


an integral part of the sovereign State of Texas— | 
of Texas which Congress annexed to the States of | 


this Union. If this be true, he should have been 
impeached the nextday. What! 
of the United States, by his army, conquer a por- 
tion of our own territory? Who would say that 


he would do such a thing? But the President went || 
on to tell the House that a part of these regulations | 


were declared to be temporary, but a part of them 
** These (that is, 


The President || 


we have the sum of at least $120,000,000 as the 

cost of the war, instead of $59,000,000, as inti- 

mated. And all this was our “indemnity for the 
ast.”” 

Mr. GREEN here called Mr. S. to order for 
irrelevancy; but being remonstrated with by cries 
of ** No, no, let him go on,” withdrew his point 
of order. 

Mr. STEPHENS said he had never doubted 
that when it came to the money they would flinch. 
[A laugh.] Mr. S. said he was within bounds 


|| when he said, that besides the $120,000,000 he had 
| stated above, that when the pension roll was paid, 


| 


and all claims for horses lost, and the California 
claims, which are half a million at least, the actual 
cost of the war would be much larger. He in- 
tended to be within bounds, and only alluded to 
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